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Tymon, Darren, Cindy, and Jesse Hudkins 
Calgary, Alberta—The other day Darren, my husband, 
and I were straightening up when Darren found an old 
picture of me sitting on a Harley chopper (motorcycle). 
He commented, "Cindy, you sure don't look very 
happy." I responded, "I wasn't very happy." No, I wasn't 
happy at all at that time. I was in darkness. 
By the age of 13 I had already lived through a lot. At 
four I was sexually abused. When I was six my brother 
died; when I was 12 my dad died. By then I started mak-
ing some bad decisions. Life consisted of smoking, 
drinking, partying, guys, doing drugs, and the occult. 
I had had no Christian exposure at all. The motto of 
our parents was, "We are not going to shove religion 
down our kids' throats." 
When I was 151 met Darren. I believe now that God 
brought us together. We really helped each other. Togeth-
er we were stronger. We were definitely in sin, however. 
Darren and I stuck together all through high school. 
At 17 I graduated and moved in with Darren. We lived 
together for six months, then were married by the Justice 
of the Peace. We had our stereo and our love. That was 
all we needed, I figured. 
About three years later we had | 
our first son, Tymon. Staying at 
home with Tymon was a priority, 
but I started feeling cut off from 
the world. Darren and I started 
having problems. Drinking and 
drugs sure didn't help! I started 
working outside the home, but 
still was unhappy and unfulfilled. 
One day when I was working, 
an old friend that we hadn't seen 
for about a year knocked on the 
door. He witnessed to Darren that 
he and his wife had had some 
very serious marriage problems. 
Now they were born again and 
Jesus Christ was their Lord and 
Savior. He invited Darren to 
come out to his church, North 
East Community Church. 
"Special People" profiles a 
wide variety of Brethren in 
Christ members of all ages and 
from all walks of life. 
You are invited to submit a 
short article about some "Spe-
cial Person" you would like to 
introduce to Visitor readers. 
Articles should be typewritten, 
preferably 300-400 words, and 
must have the approval of the 
person being profiled. If your 
article is accepted for publica-
tion, we will contact you to 
secure a photo for publication 
(which will be returned). 
I got a phone call from this man's wife. She witnessed 
and invited me to come out to church. I was attracted to 
North East because it was a community center. I felt I 
could go there and it didn't look like I was going to 
church. People wore casual clothing. I felt comfortable. 
Darren got very excited about it all and soon he 
accepted Jesus as his Lord and Savior. What a change 
overnight! He was a new person. He got up in the morn-
ing and threw out everything in our drug cupboard— 
pipes, drugs, everything! I was wondering what was hap-
pening, but decided to go with it for awhile. 
Right away John Zuck, who was the pastor then, 
asked if we would be interested in an eight-week study. 
We agreed and John came faithfully. He impressed me 
because he knew the Word so well. He had a sense of 
humor and made God and his Word so practical. It was 
real for us. Before the study was done I accepted the 
Lord, and we were another family living for Christ. 
We got involved in the "Through the Bible in a Year" 
study and got rooted and nurtured. We were baptized and 
became members. After our second son Jesse was born, 
we dedicated our boys. At 
North East we have been fed 
through the many studies 
we've gone to and led. Darren 
and I enjoy serving through 
leading Sunday school (grades 
7-9) and helping with the 
sound system. Darren is also a 
board member as Director of 
Christian Education. 
The Scripture that has been 
my special word from the Lord 
is 2 Corinthians 5:17: "There-
fore, if anyone is in Christ, he 
is a new creation; the old has 
gone, the new has come!" 
Praise the Lord! 
Mail your article to 
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 
166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
Dale and Ann Marie Shaw submit-
ted this first person account of God's 
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My wife and I are mismatched. We are opposite in 
almost every way. In fact, we've said to each other that 
we'd better develop some similarities, so that after our 
children have gone we'll have some common ties. 
Karen is one of those instinct-impulse persons. A 
free spirit who can commit herself totally to short-term 
projects, she becomes restless when they run longer 
than they're supposed to. She's literary and poetic, 
feels everything—all of life's glory and pain. 
But she never balances her checkbook and refuses 
to run the household on a regular system. She will lan-
guish physically, then suddenly rise, phoenix-fashion, 
to do five days' work in 30 minutes, dash off countless 
articles, whip together a dinner for 40—simply because 
she feels like it. She is rarely predictable. 
I like order. I am a list maker. I know exactly what 
the next week holds. I never miss appointments, love to 
plan ahead, faithfully mark anniversaries, and remem-
ber to send cards on special days. I'm a disciplinarian. I 
am consistent and generally predictable. Let's face it. 
I'm dull, always wondering whether it's garbage day or 
not. 
To further complicate things, we have four chil-
dren, each with his or her own distinct, strong personal-
ity. We have two full-time ministries, mine in Christian 
broadcasting and Karen's in writing. Top it all off with 
a dog and a cat, fish and a hermit crab, not to speak of 
house repairs, yard responsibilities, church activities, 
car schedules, and travel itineraries—does some of this 
sound familiar? 
The miracle of God's work in our lives is that we 
do experience harmony. But it has not been achieved 
without a great deal of hard work, a submission to one 
another's callings and goals, and some special tools. 
David Mains is the director of the Chapel of the Air. The article 
was provided by David C. Cook Publishing Co., Elgin, III. 
Calendar joy 
by David Mains 
One of them sounds like a very simple thing, but it 
works. It is the family calendar. 
Families today are in a crunch: school schedules 
vie against work schedules, work schedules vie against 
church schedules—and all these vie against the needs 
of the family for time with each other. 
"But I didn't know we were planning that!" can 
sound strangely like a battle cry. "Why didn't you tell 
me you were planning to go to that meeting!" can be 
dangerous words. 
Our calendar, faithfully kept, keeps us from bump-
ing into each other—and it also makes certain that we 
schedule family time. We are extremely careful about 
over-booking our calendar; we insist on free space. We 
don't take pride in seeing that every day of the week 
has things scribbled onto it. Sometimes our daughter 
will hear her mother or me say, "No, you can't babysit 
tonight. You've already worked too much as it is." 
And I get after Karen for crowding one writing 
deadline against another until not only she, but all the 
rest of us are breathless just watching her fingers pound 
the computer's keys. I catch it, too, when I take on too 
many speaking engagements and the family gets short-
changed. 
To us, a jam-packed calendar is a sign of lack of 
discipline, of not having established firm priorities, of 
being unable to say a healthy "No!" 
We schedule family times on our calendar just like 
going to see the doctor. If we don't write them in, other 
things will take their place. A night with my family is 
just as important as a speaking engagement. If it is 
blocked out, I won't fill it up as if it were an unsched-
uled evening. 
My challenge: Start a family calendar. Add the 
church activities that concern you: youth meetings, 
choir practices, men's and women's meetings. Fill in 
your other commitments and special events. Block out 
evenings for families. Guard all open spaces carefully. 
Each member of the family needs private moments. 
Obviously we are sold on calendaring. It's enabling 
Karen and me to function as a team, instead of pulling 
off in our own directions and getting nowhere as a fam-
ily. We have eliminated some of those tense moments 
that our former careless scheduling produced. We're 
not all the way there yet, by any means, but we're 
working hard at it, smoothing out those rough spots 
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its vision for 1994? Here is the way two Brethren in Christ 




Part of our vision as a church is to 
have a "commitment to excellence" in 
everything we do. This means that 
whatever we do, we will do it to the 
very best of our abilities and we will 
have an emphasis on quality. There 
are two reasons for our commitment 
to excellence. 
First, the people we want to reach 
are looking for excellence in the 
things which they will make a part of 
their lives. Businesses have recog-
nized this trend, for much of the 
advertising of products focuses on the 
quality of the product. A recent mail-
ing I received concluded with these 
words: "We want you to use the term 
' excellent' when you think of the ser-
vice we provide." One research ana-
lyst says that people are beginning to 
de-emphasize quantity and are willing 
to accept less as long as it's quality. 
With this growing mindset among 
people, it only makes sense that the 
church will need to be excellent if she 
intends to reach people. It's not like-
ly that people will opt for quality and 
Steven Lehman pastors the Oklahoma City-
Brethren in Christ Church. 
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excellence in the stores where they 
shop, the vehicles that they drive, the 
childcare providers that they choose, 
the leisure and recreational activities 
they partake in, and the vocation that 
they pursue, and then settle for less 
than excellence in the church they 
attend. 
Secondly, God is an excellent God! 
Everything about God is quality. It 
only makes sense then that we, who 
claim to be his children, would strive 
for excellence in the lives we live (for 
we represent our excellent God) and 
the service we give to God. 
Our commitment to excellence 
must be more than a slogan. Recent-
ly I was driving from a neighboring 
state into Oklahoma. As I crossed the 
border, a sign read "Welcome to 
Oklahoma! Discover the excellence." 
What I immediately discovered was 
that I had to put both hands on the 
steering wheel because the bumps in 
the road were bouncing my car all 
over the road! I think it's time to 
either fix the road or change the slo-
gan! 
Our commitment to excellence 
must be practically lived out. We can 
by Steven Lehman 
make excellence real in the follow-
ing ways: 
1. Integrity. We hold firmly to the 
Word of God and don't compromise 
God's truth to reach people. After all, 
God's Word is powerful in effecting 
change in people's lives. 
2. Best effort. Thankfully, excel-
lence doesn't necessarily mean per-
fection; otherwise, we would never 
be excellent for God. But it does 
mean we serve God in ministry to the 
very best of our abilities. 
3. Consistency. We must constant-
ly and consistently give our best. 
4. Authenticity. We must walk 
upright and righteous lives before 
God, for we claim to be his children. 
Simply put, our walk must match our 
talk. 
5. Reliability. We must be depend-
able, ready and willing to offer real-
istic and meaningful solutions to 
problems and difficulties people face. 
My prayer is that God will enable 
us to be excellent for him and to serve 
him with excellence so we can more 
effectively reach the people of our 
society who are looking for quality. 
continued on next page 
Skyline View Church Board's Vision for 1994: 
Evangelism 
from the inside out 
by Charles Ariz 
Church leaders and sociologists 
agree that the day of the churched cul-
ture is over. It appears that the day of 
the mission field in our own commu-
nity has arrived. 
The question is not so much, "How 
did our culture become un-
churched?"; widespread disregard of 
Christian values, refusal to accept 
individual responsibilities and the 
blurring of moral distinctions may be 
the factors leading to our unchurched 
circumstances. On the contrary, the 
real questions are, "What will the 
response of each individual Christian 
be?" and "How can the body of 
believers in this church have an 
impact on the people of our commu-
nity with Jesus' message?" 
In the past few years, the leader-
ship of the Skyline View congrega-
tion has begun to focus on the impor-
tance of Christian outreach while 
maintaining the fundamental worship 
and nurture programs already in 
place. Outreach for the sake of out-
reach, however, runs the risk of estab-
lishing more programs focused solely 
upon drawing more people. If not 
done carefully and grounded in bibli-
cal principles, Christ-mandated out-
reach could result in the establish-
ment of programs based solely on 
meeting individuals' societal 
demands. 
Rather than individual concentra-
tion on consumption of services, the 
church board envisions each member 
undergoing a conviction of contribu-
tion. As we study Jesus' admonition 
that Christians are both "the salt of 
the earth" and "the light of the world" 
(Matt. 5:13-14), several principles 
applicable to our lives emerge. As 
"salt" we are called to be the flavor of 
society, making an effort to affect the 
world around us. The "light" revealed 
in the truth of salvation through Jesus 
s*» <* %, 
Cumberland Valley Brethren in Christ Church entered this float in the Dillsburg 
(Pa.) Farmers Fair Parade in October. Musicians rode the float while singers 
walked beside it, singing praise songs and carrying banners. 
requires us to live for Christ, shed the 
light of his gospel in society, show 
others what Christ is like, and be a 
beacon of truth. 
These fundamental principles of 
salt and light, applied in one context 
of Jesus' teachings, indicate that 
Christians who follow Jesus will be in 
conflict with society's values. Partic-
ularly, being Christ-like suggests 
serving, that is, giving of ourselves 
to God and others. This keeps us 
aware of other people's needs and 
prevents us from focusing only on 
ourselves. This is not done for glory 
but to allow our light to be a reflec-
tion of Christ's presence in our lives. 
This exemplifies the "conviction of 
contribution" and avoids the "con-
centration on consumption." 
This is evangelism from the inside 
out. The church board envisions each 
church member, and every person 
who worships with us, aggressively 
pursuing study of the Scriptures and 
Jesus' teachings so that together we 
can reach lost, unchurched individu-
als with an orientation toward Christ-
like service. 
Our spiritual health individually 
and the health of our church congre-
gation depends upon shifting the 
paradigm from consumption to ser-
vice. The Lord will be satisfied with 
nothing less. In Jesus' name we will 
then, bit by bit, affect our culture 
without being controlled by it. 
God needs every single person to 
submit to the service orientation 
paradigm. The church board envi-
sions every single person in this con-
gregation doing great work for Jesus. 
The board envisions a vitality of faith 
creating excitement and starting fires 
where each person has an identifiable 
ministry and perceives membership 
as a function of accountability not to 
church leadership but to the Lord. 
Evidence already exists of this type of 
commitment and we anxiously await 
further development of more ambas-
sadors for Jesus. 
Charles Artz chairs the church board of 
the Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg, 
Pa. 
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Speedwell Heights Teleharvest 
come 
by Dwayne Stutzman 
Dwayne Stutzman is deacon at 
the Speedwell Heights Brethren 
in Christ Church. This article was 
presented to the Atlantic Confer-
ence Church Growth dinners in 
October 1993. 
"Hi, I'm Dwayne Stutzman with 
the Speedwell Heights Brethren in 
Christ Church. We are excited 
because our church is growing and 
we're planning a special Celebration 
Sunday in September. But before we 
do, we're calling our neighbors to ask 
a couple of real quick questions that 
will help us. Would that be O.K.?".... 
That was the beginning of the tele-
phone script that was repeated over 
8,500 times in the basement of the 
Speedwell Heights church during 
three weeks in August 1993. To reach 
that many homes, the telephones were 
dialed about 18,000 times. This ques-
tion was asked of the 8,500 people 
who answered their phone. "Are you 
actively involved in one of the local 
churches at this time?" 
About 65 percent said, "Yes, we 
do attend regularly." Many of those 
people made encouraging remarks 
when they learned we were trying to 
reach people who did not go to 
church. 
There were about 22 percent who 
weren't interested in responding to 
our questions. But the remaining 13 
percent (over 1,100 people) answered 
yes when we asked, "We are mailing 
out information about our church to 
people in our community. Would it 
be O.K. if we sent it to you?" When 
they said it would be O.K., they were 
put on our mailing list. 
Those were the people we were try-
ing to reach! They were the un-
churched that made it worthwhile to 
dial the phone 18,000 times. 
It was about a year ago when Pas-
tor Glenn Pfeiffer began talking to us 
about a teleharvest at Speedwell 
Heights. Initial reactions were mixed. 
There were reservations about such a 
big project for a small congregation. 
It was almost an overwhelming proj-
ect, but with encouragement from 
Bishop Warren Hoffman and a grant 
from the Atlantic Conference Board 
for Evangelism and Church Planting 
(BECP), the congregation accepted 
the challenge. A vision of the poten-
tial for outreach in the greater Speed-
well Heights community began to 
come into focus. 
And so it was that the Speedwell 
Heights Church council in January 
approved a teleharvest project for 
1993. The months that followed, Feb-
ruary through July, were packed full 
of teleharvest activities. These includ-
ed planning, organizing, assigning 
tasks, coordinating and following up 
on details. Many people were 
involved in this big project with Pas-
tor Glenn providing outstanding lead-
ership. 
At the beginning of August, 15 
telephones were installed in the base-
ment of the church. These questions 
came to my mind, "How are we going 
to keep 15 phones busy for 3 weeks?" 
"Who will do it?" But then I had a 
mental picture of the movie "Field of 
Dreams" with a man standing in his 
cornfield and a voice saying, 
"If you build it they will come." I 
almost thought I heard the voice say, 
"If you install them, they will come." 
And workers came! August 9 was 
our first night of calling. The phones 
were filled by Speedwell people and 
by people from churches in our con-
ference. They came to phone and help 
in the mail room. They came night 
after night. They dialed the phones 
and reported interesting conversations 
and results. 
The numbers began to grow and 
the excitement along with them! We 
reported to our congregation at the 
end of the first week results that far 
exceeded our expectations. God was 
blessing the efforts! More of our peo-
ple became excited about this out-
reach effort. We were reaching people 
in our community who did not go to 
church and who were willing to 
receive information about our church. 
By Thursday night of the third 
week, we had completed our telephone 
lists...and we were tired! The calling 
project was over. About 18,000 phone 
numbers were dialed—a number far 
exceeding our PRAISE target! 
There was a sense of accomplish-
ment; a feeling of blessing from God; 
a feeling of joy and praise; a feeling 
of bonding in the congregation as we 
focused on outreach. There was the 
feeling that if only a few came, it 
would have been worth it. 
But it was not over. Mailings were 
sent out each week for 4 weeks to the 
1,100 people on our mailing list. 
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There was a letter from the pastor, 
two brochures about our church and 
an engraved invitation to our Cele-
bration Sunday on September 26. 
Then, the week before our Cele-
bration Sunday, we telephoned the 
1,100 people on our list. Some were 
not interested anymore. Many had 
other plans for that Sunday. Some 
couldn't make it but said they would 
come on another Sunday. And, there 
were those who said they were plan-
ning to come! This included individ-
uals, couples, families of three, fam-
ilies of four, and even a group of 
seven! 
One person who was called said, 
"My friend and I were just sitting here 
looking at your brochures as you 
called. Yes, we will come!" Another 
said, "Yes, I got your invitation today. 
I am planning to come." 
But the one that really touched me 
was the man who said, "I have never 
gone to church. But you must be 
some kind of people to go to all that 
trouble just to get me to go to church. 
I'm going to come." And he came! 
When we finished our calling we 
added up the responses of those who 
said they definitely were coming to 
Celebration Sunday. There were 360! 
Now, we started getting worried 
about how to take care of them on 
Sunday morning! 
Our Sanctuary seats about 105 on 
the benches. By putting chairs in the 
aisles and other areas, we can seat 
about 130. But then it was called to 
our attention that results of other tele-
harvests indicated that only about 30 
percent of expected numbers actually 
came. Based on that, we could expect 
about 108. 
But what about our own people? 
Where would they sit? And, what if 
more came than the average? After 
all, these people sounded quite defi-
nite on the phone. 
Contingency plans were put into 
motion. A tent was placed on the 
front lawn—a red and white striped 
one! Chairs were set up in the trailer 
behind the church which is used for 
Sunday school classes. Speakers were 
installed at both places. Plans for off-
site parking were made. 
On the Saturday night before our 
Celebration Sunday, we had a prayer 
and praise service. Excitement was 
high! There was the feeling that God 
was blessing his church at Speedwell 
Heights, that good things were hap-
pening! 
Sunday, September 26 was Cele-
bration Sunday. As usual God was in 
control. Not to worry about the num-
bers coming or the seating capacity of 
the church. He brought a rainstorm 
during the night and early morning 
and you know how rain can dampen 
someone's interest in going to church! 
But Speedwell people were at the 
church an hour before the service 
starting time of 9:30 a.m. They were 
doing last-minute things and getting 
ready to receive the harvest God had 
prepared. 
It was raining slightly and 10 min-
utes before starting time only a few 
Members of the Teleharvest team (from 
left): Paula Sheaffer, Dwayne Stutzman, 
Pastor Glenn Pfeiffer. 
visitors had arrived. But, by 9:30 the 
church was filling and 10 minutes 
after starting time they were still com-
ing! 
When everyone was inside and the 
service was underway, the sanctuary 
was full of visitors. Speedwell people 
were on chairs at various places. The 
count was 167 in attendance! There 
were 130 in the sanctuary and on 
overflow chairs and the children and 
workers were downstairs. God had 
sent us exactly what we could handle. 
We had over 70 teleharvest visitors 
that morning.... Praise the Lord! 
What a time of celebration! It was 
a beautiful service. What a joy to be a 
part of it! 
After the worship service, we had a 
time of fellowship on the front lawn. 
The rain had ended and the visitors 
stayed for refreshments which were 
set up in the tent. It was an exciting 
climax to all the efforts of so many 
people! 
The next Sunday about half of the 
visitors returned. Many of them 
stayed for the Newcomers Sunday 
School class led by Pastor Glenn. 
Our work is not over! I see a tele-
harvest project as being a three-stage 
event: 
Stage one involves planning and 
preparation. 
Stage two includes calling and 
mailing, climaxing with Celebration 
Sunday. 
Stage three involves ministering to 
those who come—enfolding them 
into the congregation. 
Continue to pray for us at Speed-
well Heights as we move into stage 
three of our project. We still need 
your help. We need your prayers! We 
know it makes a difference. Our 
phone calling on Wednesday nights 
was better, we believe, because you 
were praying for us in your prayer 
meetings. We believe it will make a 
difference for us in the weeks and 
months ahead if you keep on praying 
for us! • 
Evangelical Visitor 
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We must affirm that 
truth involves all of life, 
then define and teach 
a Christian world-view. 
It is impossible to read the Scriptures from Genesis to 
Revelation and not see the clear pattern of God's 
sovereignty and his charge that the people of God be his 
body, doing his work as stewards of his entire creation. 
This is a matter of obedience. 
According to the Genesis account, God created the 
world and was pleased with his creation. Then he 
ordered Adam to "cultivate and keep" the garden. "To 
cultivate" means increasing creation's bounty, while the 
Hebrew verb shamar, translated "keep," means literally 
"to guard." Adam was to guard the garden against any-
thing that might jeopardize its reflection of God's good-
ness. 
The Fall did not negate this mandate. It just made it 
harder to obey. The curse extended into every arena of 
life. But so did Christ's redemption. 
Eventually, because of Christ's completed work on the 
cross, all creation will be restored to its former glory. 
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Until his return, however, Christians 
must persevere in their role of "cultivat-
ing and keeping" the garden of a fallen 
world. 
Even before Christ came, the men and 
women of the Old Testament understood this. 
The Psalms are filled with King David's exultation 
over God's rule and his mandate to us. David's son 
Solomon understood his father's words: his Proverbs 
touch on everything from child raising to neighborly 
relations to work to economic justice to international 
relations. 
Later, the central message of the prophets was to call 
God's people to account for their failure to apply his 
truth to every aspect of their lives. They decried 
Israel's cavalier attitude toward the family, the tenden-
cy of the wealthy to treat the poor with injustice, and the 
self-serving ways of government officials. They also led 
the people in carrying out their educational responsibili-
ties to the generation to come. And the prophets looked 
forward to a day when the application of God's truth to 
all of life would shape the nations of the world. 
Throughout his public ministry, Jesus evoked the 
kingdom mind-set that consciously takes "every thought 
captive to the obedience of Christ." Likening the king-
dom of heaven to leaven, Jesus described God's rule as 
having a transforming effect on everything it touches. 
And in the parable of the talents he taught that God 
expects a "return on investment" from his faithful stew-
ards, who are to bring glory to him as they cultivate and 
keep that which he has entrusted to them.* 
Not surprisingly, the apostles took pains to teach the 
*Jesus did not intend to reform the immediate structures of his day. 
His mission was greater than that, and he did not succumb to Satan's 
attempts to sidetrack him. Yet Christ in no way changed God's man-
date that we exercise dominion over the earth. To the contrary, he 
taught his followers in imagery and metaphors based on the most 
comprehensive world-view of all: the kingdom of God. 






X fcELOMG- TO A tWORCH 
THAT BELIEVES IN AOAPTltf^ 
ITS STANDARDS TO T H E : 
CHAKGrlMGr VALUES 
OFOOR SOCIETY. 
church not to be conformed to this world but to be trans-
formed by the renewing of the mind, to guard against 
being taken captive by the empty deceptions and 
philosophies of the world or cleverly devised tales, and 
to seek truth according to Christ. 
What is clear from this, from creation onward, is that 
God's rule extends to everything. From our bank 
accounts to our business dealings to our educational cur-
riculum to our social justice issues to our environmental 
concerns to our political choices in the voting booth— 
everything must reflect the fact that God's righteous rule 
extends to all of life. 
In obedience to this mandate, we must affirm that 
truth involves all of life and then define and teach a 
Christian world-view. 
That eloquent defender of the Christian mind, Harry 
Blamires, has written, "As a thinking being, the modern 
Christian has succumbed to secularization. He accepts 
religion—its morality, its worship, its spiritual culture; 
but he rejects the religious view of life, the thing which 
sets all earthly issues within the context of the eternal." 
When Christians set all issues in the context of the 
eternal, when we shape our view of all of life in light of 
the truth, what does that view look like? Point by point, 
it is the antithesis of the dominant world-view... 
• The world's view is shaped by relativism; the Chris-
tian's view is formed out of the objective, revealed truth 
of Scripture. It rests on absolutes. 
• The world's view is secular; the Christian's view is 
eternal. What we do now is not passing and unimportant; 
it counts forever. 
• The world's view is antihistorical; the Christian's 
view acknowledges the historical account of God's work 
from the beginning. History is treasured and respected. 
• The world's view is naturalistic; the Christian's 
view is based on the supernatural. 
• The world's view is pragmatic—do what works; the 
Christian's view is idealistic—do what is right by objec-
tive standards. 
One man who saw clearly this clash of world-views 
and the scope of God's call was Abraham Kuyper, a 
scholarly Dutch pastor. Following his sermon one day at 
a country church, an old woman from the congregation 
approached him. 
"Dr. Kuyper," she said, "that was a brilliant sermon, 
but you need to be born again." 
While the learned doctor was stunned at her words, he 
later discovered what she meant, gave his life to Christ, 
and became a towering figure in Christendom. For twen-
ty-five years he edited a Christian journal, wrote, 
preached, ultimately led a Christian political movement, 
and became prime minister of Holland in 1900. He also 
became one of the great modern exponents of a Christian 
world-view. 
"If everything that is, exists for the sake of God, then 
the whole creation must give glory to God," Kuyper 
argued. And after intense study of Scripture, he realized 
that the holy writings disclose "not only justification by 
faith but the very foundation of life and the ordinances 
that regulate human existence." 
Understanding the antithesis between the secular 
mind-set and the Christian world-view, the people of 
faith need to look critically at every area of life and 
measure each area from this perspective. 
Nothing should be "too secular" to escape sacred 
scrutiny. For example, many Christians contribute to 
causes out of nostalgia or habit, never considering what 
those institutions or organizations really stand for. I've 
done it myself. 
For years I gave to my alma mater, Brown University, 
out of gratitude for my undergraduate education. Then I 
woke up and realized that Brown, like its Ivy League 
cousins, is a bastion of the relativistic world-view. While 
I was contending for a Christian world-view in books, 
speeches, columns, and radio commentaries, I was also 
financially supporting a school committed to an oppos-
ing belief system. I stopped giving to Brown. 
Christians must measure their involvement and activi-
ties, their use of time and money against one yardstick: 
Is it consistent with a biblical view of life, and does it 
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Christians must measure their involvement 
and activities, their use of time and 
money against one yardstick: 
Is it consistent with a biblical view of life, 
and does it bring glory to God? 
bring glory to God? Instead, Monday through Saturday, 
many have become accustomed to measuring what they 
see and do by community standards rather than by Scrip-
ture. 
Take the case of the conservative Presbyterian church 
elder in Florida who found himself foreman of the jury 
in the trial of the rap group Two Live Crew. The state of 
Florida had charged that the group's lyrics violated the 
state's obscenity laws, and most observers believed that 
the jury would convict; it didn't take a genius to see that 
the lyrics in question advocated violence, torture, and 
were grossly degrading to women. Not exactly a free-
dom-of-speech issue. Yet the jury voted to acquit 
because, as the Presbyterian elder announced in his role 
as foreman, "Representing a cross-section of the com-
munity as we do, we did not feel it was obscene." 
Is this man typical of the many who are unaware of 
the role their faith plays in everyday life? Who vote one 
way on Sunday and another way the rest of the week? 
Apparently so. A survey of mainline denomination 
members found that only 32 percent believed their faith 
had anything to do with their life outside of church. It's a 
deadly form of schizophrenia. 
Secular society does everything possible to encourage 
this split personality, arguing that religious influence 
doesn't belong in public life or conscience. Secularists 
have attempted to rid every public institution of any reli-
gious influence. That's simply being neutral, they argue, 
in the name of separation of church and state. 
Nonsense. To leave religious references out of text-
books, for example, isn't neutrality. It is bad history. 
Also, it says to our schoolchildren that religion, one of 
the primary shaping forces of human experience, is irrel-
evant. 
The mature Christian must constantly challenge these 
values of the culture. Fyodor Dostoevsky, the great Rus-
sian novelist, was eulogized at his funeral for perceiving 
the "falsehood that is prevailing in society and then dedi-
cating his] life to a struggle against that falsehood.... If 
we cannot rise above the material life one cannot ever 
become a citizen in the kingdom of the Spirit." 
To do that, we need to defend what we believe. 
Many Christians suffer from an inferiority complex. 
Whether evangelicals or conservative Catholics or main-
liners... we have been caricatured so often as reactionary, 
simpleminded bigots by the media and entertainment 
complex that we have almost come to believe it. 
So when a discussion of abortion politics, or natural 
law, or politically correct education arises around the 
office coffee pot or at the lunch table, many of us clam 
up. Either we assume that the Christian perspective will 
lose in any debate, or we haven't done our homework. 
When I speak on the need for a Christian apologetic, 
I'm often approached afterward by those who say, "I 
wish I could make the arguments for the historical fact 
of the Resurrection, but I just don't have time to read up 
on the issues." 
Sure, studying how to best articulate a Christian 
apologetic takes time. But didn't the apostle Peter com-
mand all of us to always be ready to give a defense of 
our faith? 
It is inexcusable for mature disciples to allow them-
selves to be intimidated. The Christian world-view is not 
unscientific or simpleminded or anti-intellectual. It is the 
only plausible explanation for the universe. 
And when it comes to a defense of the gospel, person-
al experience is not enough. Secularists believe that reli-
gion is private, cannot be affirmed by evident reason, has 
no public role or relevance. When we say it's true 
because we've experienced it, we let them off the hook. 
"Each to his or her own," they'll say. 
So we need to equip ourselves to offer a reasoned, 
coherent, thoughtful defense of the biblical world-view. 
Finally, we need to actively contend for Christian 
truth in the marketplace. 
In describing the burden that God placed on his life, 
Kuyper, who might have been speaking for the church 
today, said, "[Our call] is this: that in spite of all worldly 
opposition, God's holy ordinances shall be established 
again in the home, in the school and in the state for the 
good of the people; to carve as it were into the con-
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science of the nation the ordinances of the Lord, to 
which Bible and creation bear witness, until the nation 
pays homage again to God." 
We do this not by attempting to usher in God's king-
dom now—the mistake triumphalist, overzealous believ-
ers have made since the time of Augustine; nor by cap-
turing control of political structures—although Chris-
tians should certainly seek office. Rather, we should be 
contending for truth in every area of life. Not for power 
or because we are taken with some trendy cause, but 
humbly to bring glory to God. 
For this reason, Christians should be the most ardent 
ecologists. Not because we would rather save spotted 
owls than cut down trees whose bark provides lifesaving 
medicine, but because we are mandated to keep the gar-
den, to ensure that the beauty and grandeur God has 
reflected in nature is not despoiled. 
We should care for animals. Not because whales are 
our brothers, but because animals are part of God's king-
dom over which we are to exercise dominion. Francis of 
Assisi should be our role model, not Ted Turner [one of 
naturalism's most influential advocates] or Ingrid 
Newkirk [president of People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals, who says "A rat is a pig is a dog is a boy"]. 
We should care for human life. If we are concerned 
about baby seals, we should be far more concerned for 
unborn humans. Not because of some prudish Victorian 
morality or a desire to interfere in people's private lives, 
but because every human being is created in the image 
of God. When necessary, we take a stand against the 
world because lives are at stake. 
Thus, the Christian world-view is what makes the 
church a passionate defender of human liberty and civil 
rights. The very term [the U.S.] founding fathers used, 
"endowed by their creator with certain unalienable 
rights," reflects a Christian view of human liberty that is 
nonnegotiable. Governments can neither confer nor take 
away human rights; these rights are given by God. It is 
this conviction that put Christians in the forefront of the 
campaign for the abolition of slavery, the civil rights 
movement, and the crusade for human rights in 
oppressed nations around the world. 
Thus, Christians zealously seek reforms in the prisons 
and in criminal justice laws. Not because it's part of 
some party platform or vague humanistic idealism, but 
because our view of institutions must always be mea-
sured by God's clear standard of justice. 
Thus, Christians celebrate the arts—painting, music, 
dance, drama—and all creative expressions that bring 
glory to God, the Great Artist. It's sad that the National 
Endowment for the Arts controversy has siphoned off so 
much attention in this area. Obscenities parading as art 
are pathetic abominations designed to shock and pro-
fane; they express a world-view that thrives on moral 
chaos rather than the delight of God's created order. 
In the same way, Christians must champion ethics. 
Not because it is good business—the dominant pragmat-
ic view—but because moral norms come from God. 
Objective truths are neither arbitrary nor irrational; they 
are just and enduring, reflecting God's just and unchang-
ing nature. 
Thus, Christians are not enemies of academic free-
dom, but true defenders of education. Because the pur-
pose of learning is the pursuit of truth, open inquiry is 
critical. 
And Christians see work as good, with all labor done 
to the glory of God. 
Since no area of life is beyond the glorious rule of 
God, the Christian world-view embraces every arena of 
experience and opportunity. We need to get our heads 
out of the secular sand and stop being intimidated by the 
post-Christian culture that surrounds us. Only then will 
truth be heard above the chaos and discordant din of 
modern life. 
War of the world-views 
We engaged in the war of the worlds. The problem is 
that we neither understand the enemy nor hold our posi-
tion well. At the very time when we are being attacked 
on all sides by powerful and wholly alien forces, the 
church is weakest. 
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W e need to get our heads out of the secular 
sand and stop being intimidated by the 
post-Christian culture that surrounds us. 
Only then will truth be heard above 
the chaos and discordant din of modern life. 
Actually we have two enemies—both with fully 
developed, integrated, and coherent world-views. 
One is the secularist—and his fellow pantheists and 
naturalists....* This world-view is stealthy, subtle, and 
sometimes well camouflaged. Supported by intellectuals 
in every walk of life, this relativistic world-view can 
afford to be subtle because, by its very nature, it appeals 
to the weakest and most vulnerable aspects of human 
nature. People are naturally drawn to it. They throw their 
arms around it and surrender, as the majority of Ameri-
cans have. 
The other enemy, Islam,... is far more aggressive. 
Islam is a theocratic religion which teaches that all areas 
of life are within its reign. Being submitted to Allah 
means being fully integrated into a society with rules, 
values, and standards. 
Islam is appealing to men and women in prison 
because in those moral jungles it provides order and con-
cern for the whole person and a strong community (as 
we should but often don't). It has a similar appeal in 
countries where men and women live with the constant 
chaos of coups and revolutions, and for the same reason 
is thriving in America's inner cities. 
Because of Islam's monolithic structure, its officials 
can—and do—carefully plan evangelization campaigns 
from country to country. Christians, on the other hand, 
rush off in a hundred different directions, arguing over 
which methods to use, and end up giving a truncated 
message. 
Not since the barbarian hordes overran Europe has the 
influence of Christianity been weaker. We hear all about 
church growth in various parts of America or Christiani-
ty exploding in African countries, but look at the cold, 
hard facts. Look at what we really are up against. 
There are approximately 1.7 billion members of vari-
ous Christian churches: 900 million Roman Catholics, 
300 million Orthodox, approximately 300 million main-
line Protestants, and perhaps 200 million conservatives, 
Baptists, Pentecostals, and assorted evangelical sects. 
And the heart of the church—those with serious, alive 
faith? No one knows the number for sure, but they are 
spread throughout myriad denominations and traditions, 
scattered in various corners of the globe, widely separat-
ed by theology and tradition, and in some cases not even 
speaking to one another. 
Compare that with one billion, well-organized, rela-
tively well disciplined Muslims. Or with 2.5 billion pan-
theists.... 
We often hear Christianity spoken of as the dominant 
world religion. Not so. The church of Jesus Christ is a 
minority, and the odds against it overwhelming. Which 
is why it is so crucial for the members of the Body to put 
aside their less significant differences and join forces 
around our integrated world-view to defend the truth. 
*As an adjective, the word secular means merely "of this world" or 
"of the present age." As a world-view, however, it becomes secular-
ism, an ideology that places all emphasis on the here and now.... Such 
an attitude demands—no, exalts—instant gratification. [The Body, p. 
172]. 
Excerpted by permission from The Body, by Charles Colson. 
Copyright © 1992. Used by permission of Word Publishing, Dallas, 
Texas. 
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The church at 
Entumbane, Zim-
babwe, is a church. 
Let there be no mis-
take about that. It 
used to be said that 
the way to find this 
church is to take the 
road from the center 
of Bulawayo toward 
the western suburbs. 
There is a sign at the 
place where you 
turn toward the sub-
urb of Entumbane. 
Go straight down 
that road through 
the town until you 
see a tree on your 
right and the land to your left opens 
out into a slight valley. When you 
reach the tree you are there. 
"Thereby hangs the tale." 
When on a visit to Bulawayo in 
1987, then Bishop Stephen Ndlovu 
took us on a tour of the Brethren in 
Christ churches of Bulawayo. There 
were about six of them. (There are 
nine today!) Some of the churches 
met in school classrooms, others had 
buildings; in the case of Lobengula 
church, a building in which they 
packed a thousand people for the first 
service on a Sunday and only a cou-
ple hundred less for the second. Then 
he took us to the church at Entum-
bane. These churches are not build-
ings but organized congregations of 
Brethren in Christ who faithfully 
meet in worship of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
We stood by the tree in 1987 and 
In 1987 Stephen Ndlovu 
(right) told us about the 
church which met under 
this tree at Entumbane, a 
suburb of Bulawayo. 
In 1991 we found 
the church meeting under 
the tree (above). 
In 1993 we found 
the church undertaking 
the slow process of 
constructing a church 
building (next page). 
heard of the faithful ones who meet in 
worship and witness under this tree 
each Sunday. A church planting team 
trained by Fred and Grace Holland 
brought the people together and 
established the church. They obtained 
rights to a triangular plot of ground at 
the point where two access roads 
meet. It is an ideal spot and it had on 
it a large tree. That became the meet-
ing place. I took a picture of the tree 
with the Bishop standing under it and 
remembered it. 
On our first official visit to Zim-
babwe in 1991 we were again taken 
to Entumbane. This time we found 
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more than the tree, we found the 
church. It was meeting under the 
same tree. During the Sunday school 
hour different classes crossed the road 
to where there were other bushes and 
met around them. The adult class met 
under the tree. The time came for the 
service of worship. 
The congregation of more than a 
hundred sat on a few backless bench-
es and on blankets. The congregation 
sang from hymn books which they 
had brought with them and followed 
the readings in their own Bibles. The 
choirs sang, the offering was taken, 
the visitors were introduced. 
recounted from my own experience 
the Sunnymeade church in Califor-
nia. First we met in a field, covering 
seating and pulpit with a canvas 
between Sundays. Then we dug a 
trench for the foundation, then started 
to build the walls. It was much later, 
after I was no longer serving there, 
that I joined a group of men from 
Upland in helping to put on the roof. 
I advised the Entumbane church to 
dig a trench, something that could not 
be stolen. Then start with a founda-
tion, then the walls. While I insisted 
that we would not build a church 
here, I said that, if they would get to 
_» 
-v 
The story of the church was told. 
At that point the church was very dis-
couraged. The congregation had 
worked together to improve their 
location. With their own hands and 
drawing from their meager resources 
they had enclosed the property in a 
sturdy chain link fence. Not long 
before our visit they had come to 
church only to find that the fence had 
been stolen. Every link of the fence, 
every post, every gate was gone. No 
sign of the fence was to be seen any-
where. With feeling they appealed for 
help. 
I attempted to encourage them. I 
building their own church we would 
certainly help. However, it must be 
their church, not ours! 
It is Sunday 25th July 1993. We 
are again at Entumbane. The tree is 
gone. Around where it stood is a 
foundation about 35 feet by 78 feet. 
Into its sanctuary they will put as 
many as 300 worshipers. Lying 
around the foundation are perhaps a 
hundred granite boulders which must 
weigh about 100 lbs each. From a dis-
tance I asked where they had come 
from and was told that they were dug 
out of the ground in the work of dig-
ging the foundation; and all by hand 
with pick and shovel! I walked closer 
and looked into the trenches at a place 
where the wall was only partially laid. 
The undisturbed land was lying solid 
with the boulders. I noticed one large 
boulder that had been split to make it 
removable. 
The brick work has progressed 
almost to floor level. A local firm "is 
helping us" by bringing cinder waste 
to fill the foundation for a slab which 
can then be laid. At least the service 
can be held on a floor free of dust, 
dirt, and rainy season mud. 
I asked what they do when it rains. 
I was told of a service where the 
Bishop was to speak. When 
it started to rain the visitors 
thought that the service 
would be canceled. Not at 
all; would a football game 
be canceled? The service 
went on. 
We had service today. 
Sunday school was in 
progress when we arrived. 
The adult class was meet-
ing under a small bare tree 
in a corner of the lot. The 
program went well with the 
assistant pastor as worship 
leader. The youth choir 
sang in English, the adult 
choir in Ndebele. When I 
was introduced to bring 
"the Word" I remarked that 
I could see that they had 
been encouraged by my 
counsel in 1991. I assured 
them that I had not forgot-
ten my assurances to them 
either—I would encourage 
their brothers and sisters in North 
America to help. Then 1 preached for 
45 minutes (my personal secretary 
says!) about what it means to be 
Brethren in Christ. 
I would be rather surprised if ser-
vices would be held on days like a 
few that we experienced on this jour-
ney; cold, wet, windy mist. But you 
never know. This is the church! • 
A. Graybill Brubaker is Secretary of Over-
seas Ministries for Brethren in Christ World 
Missions. 
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od aP work: In our world 
But as I was stubbornly holding on to my 
discouragement, God was working. 
I think the realization began to dawn 
when I spent some time at our corporate 
headquarters in Texas in August. Ana, a 
Venezuelan co-worker and friend for 
whom we had often prayed, was also at 
headquarters at this time. While we were 
there, in answer to many prayers, I had 
the pleasure of sitting beside Ana in our 
former home church during a Sunday 
morning service! Though the enemy tries 
to discourage us, if we are faithful, God 
promises the reward! 
Jesus released 
Gary Andricks—Mphalume village, Ma-
lawi 
Praise God for a local Baptist mis-
sionary and his language helper who pre-
pared the Jesus film for release in the 
Yao language. As we planned to show it 
for the first time in the villages where we 
and the Byerses live, we prayed that its 
message would open new doors of min-
istry here and in surrounding villages and 
that lives would be changed. 
After getting the necessary permission 
from area chiefs, we decided to show the 
film on a Wednesday and Thursday 
evening in August on the grounds of a 
Life in the past lane 
Howard Garver—Caracas, Venezuela 
From time to time we like to take a 
look back at what God has been doing in 
us and through us...then searching for a 
new direction he may have for the future 
(usually this takes place around New 
Year's Day!). But during our summer 
mini-furlough we had just such a time of 
reflection on our first year in Venezuela. 
I guess it is human nature to expect 
great sacrifice to yield great reward. And 
discouragement comes when the reward 
is somehow different from the one you 
expected. The sacrifice of our pride 
(which comes with learning a new lan-
guage and culture), time and personal 
relationships has been acute this year. In 
the fatigue and loneliness, discourage-
ment often becomes the unwelcome guest 
who just doesn't know when to leave! 
By the grace of God, I have started to 
realize that the reward has been great 
...maybe not just what I had expected. To 
realize the maturity we see in the faith of 
those whom we discipled...to regularly 
share my testimony with co-workers, 
many of whom respond in a positive 
way...to aid the church through a difficult 
transition period...somehow these have 
not been quite the reward I had expected. 
Leaders needed for 
a Youth Discovery 
Team with Zambia 
Looking for a short-term opportunity 
to serve and learn in 1995? How about a 
sabbatical? Why not apply to help lead an 
upcoming Youth Discovery Team with 
the Zambian Brethren in Christ Church? 
Mennonite Central Committee's YDT 
program brings together young adults 
ages 18 to 24 for 3 to 10 months of group 
living and learning. The team with Zam-
bia will include participants from Zambia 
and North America and will share a pro-
gram of southern-African style music. 
YDT team leaders wear a variety of 
hats. Leaders for this team will provide 
oversight while the team travels in Zam-
bia and North America to learn about 
each country and share their music Jan-
uary through mid-August 1995. 
YDT leadership candidates must be at 
least 27 years old, committed to the 
church, organized, able to manage 
money, and have group process and pas-
toral skills. Ideally leadership candidates 
for this team will have previous experi-
ence in southern Africa. At least one team 
leader will have strong musical skills. 
Singles and couples without children 
are welcome to apply to lead this team. 
The application deadline is March 15. 
The leaders will begin their commitment 
with MCC sometime in late fall of 1994 
or early 1995, depending on availability. 
MCC covers all costs for YDT lead-
ers, including a monthly allowance. 
To apply or for more details about the 
team and the leadership job description, 
contact MCC. In Canada contact MCC 
Canada, 134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg MB 
R3T 5K9, phone (204) 261-6381; in the 
United States contact MCC, PO Box 500, 
Akron PA 17501-0500, phone (717) 859-
1151. 
nearby school. We put up flyers in many 
surrounding villages, and we also visited 
many people personally, inviting them to 
the film. 
Wednesday morning we received a 
message from the chief representing the 
village where the film was to be shown. 
He had changed his mind about allow-
ing the film to be shown because of pres-
sure from a certain sheikh (Islamic lead-
er), who became very angry when he 
found out about our plans to show the 
film. This sheikh also sent messages to 
other chiefs in the area discouraging them 
from cooperating with us. 
I went to the chief of our village to 
ask for his advice and counsel. He 
advised that we hold off until the follow-
ing day to give him a chance to talk with 
other chiefs about the situation. Later that 
same day, he received a message from 
the sheikh. But this merely prompted him 
to send a message back to the sheikh 
firmly stating that he would make his 
own decision about this matter. He also 
wrote that, as far as he was concerned, the 
missionaries could show the film every 
night if they wanted to. 
The following day he met with the 
other chiefs, and they all decided to dis-
regard the sheikh's request to disallow 
the showing of the film. Praise God! 
Proud parents 
Don and Millie Ressler—Glennallen, 
Alaska 
We can't really know what proud par-
ents feel like, but we could imagine a lit-
tle bit as we heard our summer mission-
aries share of their experiences during a 
debriefing time. Their farewell program 
at Glennallen Chapel was thrilling and 
challenging as they told of how the Lord 
changed lives—theirs and others. Here is 
one of the stories: 
"One of the greatest experiences of 
my summer was being able to return to 
Ross River. Last summer another couple 
and I went there to conduct a vacation 
Bible school. When we arrived we found 
a town which seemed to have no Chris-
tian presence. We did not meet anyone 
who was a Christian, and we felt as 
though we were not really welcome in 
the town. 
"One 10-year-old whose name we 
asked responded, 'Satan.' During our stay 
in the village we saw evidence that this 
boy, whom I'll call Tom, was under the 
power of the devil himself. He showed 
his hatred for Jesus by calling him 
obscene names. He let the air out of our 
continued on page 17 
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General Conference Information 
This issue of the Visitor includes the 
special General Conference insert. Please 
read this carefully if you plan to attend 
General Conference, and fill in all regis-
tration forms by June 1, 1994. 
Your pastor has a limited number of 
registration forms, or you may make 
photo copies to take care of your needs. A 
separate registration form is needed for 
each woman, man, and child attending 
conference. 
The first business session of the 1994 
General Conference, convening at Mes-
siah College, Grantham, Pa., will be on 
Saturday, July 2, at 10:00 a.m. Registra-
tion will be on Friday evening, July 1, 
from 6 to 9 p.m., and on Saturday, July 2, 
from 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. The final busi-
ness session is scheduled to conclude at 
noon on Thursday, July 7, 1994. Howev-
er, if needed, there will be a Thursday 
afternoon session. 
Note this new meal option: Since the 
preliminary information article appeared 
in the September 1993 issue, we are 
pleased to announce a new, two-meal 
package plan for the conference. To 
accommodate our requests, Messiah Col-
lege's food services is willing to try a 
two meal/day plan. Our conference will 
be part of a trial run of this option. The 
cost for the plan is $13.00/day (minimum 
of 10 consecutive meals.) The two meals 
offered under this plan are lunch and din-
ner. This option is offered in addition to 
the familiar three meal/day package of 
$16.25/day. 
Pre-conference meeting: The Stew-
ardship Services office is sponsoring a 
pre-conference event on Thursday and 
Friday, June 30 to July 1. The sessions 
will be at Messiah College. You 
are welcome to attend. Be 
sure to read the article in 
this issue for details. You 
will need to use the Gen-
eral Conference regis-
tration form to register 
for this conference. 
Core Course: A 
core course on "Breth-
ren in Christ History," 
taught by Dr. E. Morris Sider 
and sponsored by the Board for Min-
istry and Doctrine, will be offered from 
Monday, June 27, through Friday, July 
1. Registration will be handled separate-
ly by the Board for Ministry and Doc-
trine. For more information, contact Har-
vey Sider, (717) 697-2634 between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 
Miscellaneous information: There 
will be a Sunday morning worship ser-
vice conducted at the conference site. The 
Grantham congregation is moving their 
regular worship service to Brubaker 
Auditorium. Persons wishing to attend 
other area Brethren in Christ churches 
will need to make their own transporta-
tion arrangements. The Sunday noon 
meal will be the large meal of the day 
and will be served until 2:00 p.m. 
The Convention Director will be 
assigning space for exhibits. Please make 
your request in terms of 8-foot modules. 
To cover costs, please include a check 
for $22 for each 8-foot table. A limited 
number of tables will be near electrical 
outlets. If you need an electrical outlet, be 
sure to include that information with your 
request and check (made out to General 
Conference). 
God at work... 
continued from page 16 
truck tires, defaced and destroyed our 
Bible school signs. One night he literally 
chased us out of town by throwing grav-
el at us. Our team had left at the end of 
our summer ministry praying for Ross 
River and especially for Tom. 
"This summer we met quite a different 
situation. The second day I was in town I 
saw Tom, and he recognized me. I was 
not sure what he was thinking. He asked 
if I remembered him, and I acknowledged 
that I did! I wondered if I would be 
harassed again. But Tom had changed; 
he was not antagonistic or disrespectful. 
In fact he began to spend a lot of time 
with us, playing ball and just talking. 
"One day my teammate shared his tes-
timony with Tom. Several late-night talks 
later, Tom asked Jesus to come into his 
heart and become his Savior. Oh, what a 
joy to see the immediate change in his 
life and outlook. He went from being a 
bully to being kind, from hating the 
gospel to loving it and not being able to 
get enough of it. What joy to see the sin-
ner of last summer become the saint of 
this one." • 
Boards, committees, and agencies may 
submit requests for meeting rooms to be 
used before or during the conference to 
the Convention Director. These 
reservations can be made 
either before or during the 
conference. Give the 
date and time, and how 
many will be in the 
group. 
From now through 




For more information, 
contact Ken Mark, Conven-
tion Director, 304 Berkshire Rd., 
Mechanicsburg PA 17055. Phone: (717) 
766-0403. If no one answers, you may 
leave a recorded message. 
Youth program at 
General Conference 
A full youth program is being planned 
for General Conference 1994. Through-
out the week the youth will explore the 
theme "Who Is My Neighbor?" 
Youth will enjoy events off campus 
as well as activities utilizing the pool, 
gym, and other Messiah College facili-
ties. The program is sensitive to the 
quizzing schedule in order that quizzers 
may participate in all the major activities 
of the youth program. 
Tuesday's events are planned espe-
cially for those who cannot attend Gen-
eral Conference for the entire week. All 
youth groups are encouraged to join the 
youth program for this special day. The 
day will include a volleyball tournament, 
a creekside cookout, and an evening ses-
sion featuring a nationally-known speak-
er and a contemporary Christian music 
concert. 
Registration for the youth program 
will be upon arrival. The cost per youth is 
$40 (not including meals and lodging). 
This fee covers all activities for the week. 
No extra money will be required for any 
planned youth activities. For those not 
attending all week, the cost per day is 
$10. 
The program is for those youth in 
grades 7 through 12. Those who will have 
just completed grade 6 may participate 
in either the children's program or the 
youth program, but not both. 
Any questions may be directed to 
Martha Lockwood at her home, (717) 
569-6419, or at the Lancaster Brethren 
in Christ Church, (717) 569-5011. • 
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Allegheny Conference 
The Lamplight Players presented "Soup, 
Sand, and Sage Brush" at a Nov. 28 praise and 
pie service of the Air Hill congregation, Cham-
bersburg, Pa. • On Oct. 31 the Canoe Creek 
congregation, Hollidaysburg, Pa., held their 10th 
anniversary service, with dedication of the new 
balcony. Lawton Jacobs led revival meetings 
Nov. 17. • The Chambersburg, Pa., church 
recently added moving the library to their list of 
renovations, which include improvements to the 
fellowship hall. • Steve and Bonnie Westberry 
shared Nov. 14 with the Living Fire teen group 
of the Five Forks church, Waynesboro, Pa., 
about short term missions service. The teens 
helped serve Thanksgiving dinner Nov. 25 at 
Hagerstown Union Rescue Mission. • The youth 
of the Hollowell church, Waynesboro, attended 
the Nov. 5 Phil Keagy concert at Messiah Col-
lege. • The Iron Springs congregation, Fair-
field, Pa., enjoyed guest musician Lenny Gault 
on Nov. 21. The church has purchased a used 
Allen organ. 
The video "The Long Way Home" was 
viewed Nov. 14 by the Martinsburg, Pa., con-
gregation. • The Montgomery congregation, 
Mercersburg, Pa., planned a Dec. 19 caroling 
event to the elderly. • Twelve people were bap-
tized Nov. 7 into the fellowship of the Mt. Rock 
congregation, Shippensburg, Pa. • The Friend 
Day play "A Work in Progress" was attended by 
over 500 people recently at the New Guilford 
church, Chambersburg, Pa. Church members 
contacted visitors in the next one or two days to 
thank them for coming. Nine persons were bap-
tized Nov. 14. • Members of the South Moun-
tain church, Shippensburg, participated in a 
Thanksgiving service Nov. 24 at the Green 
Springs church, Newville, Pa., with speaker 
John Geyer. • The Springhope congregation, 
Schellsburg, Pa., had revival meetings Nov. 14-
17 with Warren Hoffman. Kenneth Mackie led 
Nov. 21 communion and footwashing. • The 
Morley Family Singers and Bell Ringers were in 
concert Nov. 28 at the Van Lear church, 
Williamsport, Md. 
Atlantic Conference 
Luke Keefer Sr. led renewal services Nov. 7-
10 for the Bethel Springs congregation, Rein-
holds, Pa. The church delivered meals on wheels 
to people on Nov. 27. • The Nov. 14 "Who Am 
I" service at the Cross Roads church, Mount 
Joy, Pa., included skits, character portrayals, 
games, trivia, singing, and "a taste of manna." • 
The youth of the Elizabethtown, Pa., congrega-
tion raked leaves as a fund raiser in November. 
The congregation supplied food items for a hol-
iday dinner for 15 families. • Arthur Climen-
haga led renewal services the first week in 
November for the Fairland congregation, 
Cleona, Pa. Eleven persons were baptized on 
Nov. 28. • The mothers and daughters of the 
Free Grace church, Millersburg, Pa., had a 
slumber party on Nov. 12-13. A singing/drama 
group from Teen Challenge Center entertained at 
the Nov. 20 Thanksgiving banquet. 
The Nov. 13-14 missions conference of the 
Harrisburg, Pa., congregation featured Carlos 
Ortiz of New York City, and Jay and Wanda 
McDermond and Emmanuel Bellon speaking 
about Kenya. Earlier this fall the congregation 
hosted about 60 guests from Pilgrim Chapel, 
Brooklyn, N.Y. (not Fellowship Chapel, as 
reported in November). • Mark Cable was in 
concert Dec. 10 at the Hershey, Pa., church • 
The Hummelstown, Pa., church had a Christmas 
cap and mitten tree for Bethesda Mission. A ban-
quet was enjoyed at Hoss's on Dec. 8. • The 
Lancaster, Pa., church had a Nov. 6-7 "Family 
Connections" conference with Ken and Linda 
Letner. A Nov. 21 "Cornucopia of Praise" fea-
tured a talents/arts exhibit, and an evening ser-
vice of music, readings, puppetry, and pan-
Ray Sider ordained 
Pastor Ray Sider of University Heights 
Community Church was ordained on 
November 21,1993. Rev. Doug Sider Sr., 
younger brother of Ray, preached the ordi-
nation message. Rev. Harvey Sider 
brought greetings from the General Con-
ference and Bishop Dale Shaw gave the 
Charge of Ordination. 
Ray and his wife Sandy were raised in 
the Bertie congregation and then as a 
young couple transferred to help at the 
Welland Mission which emerged as a con-
gregation with its own church facility. 
From 1969-72 they served as house-par-
ents at Timber Bay Children's Home and 
in 1977-89 took on the administrative 
leadership of the home, thereby serving 
the church for 15 years over the two terms. 
Ray and Sandy then moved into pastoral 
ministry at the "church planting" of Uni-
versity Heights Community Church where 
they continue to serve. 
The Siders have four grown daughters, 
Lori, Kathy, Wendy, and Debbie. 
tomime. • On Nov. 14 Scott Garman and Andrea 
Mylin reported to the Manheim, Pa., congrega-
tion on their summer project with Teen Mis-
sions. The church had a November ingathering 
for the Manheim Food Bank. 
On Nov. 21 the Manor church gave the 
mini-musical "Our Grateful Praise." • Henry 
Ginder led revival services Nov. 6-9 for the Mas-
tersonville congregation, Manheim, Pa. • "Scars 
That Heal" was the Nov. 12 outreach film at the 
Montoursville, Pa., church. The November ser-
mons were on the Lord's Prayer. • Ken Hepner 
led renewal services Dec. 5-8 for the 
Millersville, Pa., church. • On Nov. 14 Don 
Shafer spoke about his trip to Africa to the Mt. 
Pleasant congregation, Mount Joy, Pa. • Andy 
Hoke and Fiona Smith were in concert Nov. 28 
at the Palmyra, Pa., church. • Eugene and Ruth 
Madeira spoke in the morning service Nov. 7 of 
the Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa. Andrew 
Saylor led a wills and estates planning clinic that 
evening. 
The women's ministries of the Refton, Pa., 
church sponsored a no-charge child care day 
Nov. 13 to give parents time to prepare for the 
holidays. • Harold Chubb spoke Nov. 14 to the 
Silverdale, Pa., congregation on "Why Give, 
Anyway?" The goal of the day was $4,000 over 
regular giving. • On Nov. 7 the Upward Bound 
Sunday school class of the Skyline View con-
gregation, Harrisburg, Pa., welcomed the Wor-
mans who spoke of their "second time around" 
missions service. • The youth of the Souder-
ton, Pa., church hosted a spaghetti dinner on 
Nov. 21. • The Speedwell Heights church, 
Lititz, Pa., had its first meeting for singles on 
Nov. 15. • The Summit View church, New Hol-
land, Pa., had a pie and praise service Nov. 14. 
Canadian Conference 
On Oct. 31, 187 people were in attendance at 
the Bertie church, Stevensville, Ont., to witness 
the testimonies and baptism of four persons. On 
Nov. 7 Gary Ungurain gave testimony and 
music. • "Mr. Right or Ms. Right" was the youth 
study on dating Nov. 12 at the Boyle church, St. 
Ann's, Ont. Two persons were baptized Nov. 7. 
• Two new members were received Nov. 7 into 
the Bridlewood church, Agincourt, Ont. This 
was the 30th anniversary Sunday with 112 in 
attendance. The giving goal of $5,500 for park-
ing lot and parsonage improvements was exceed-
ed. • James Nikkels, president of Bethany Bible 
Institute, spoke on Nov. 28 to the Delisle, Sask., 
congregation. 
Nancy Wood of the Salvation Army spoke at 
the Nov. 16 women's coffee hour of the Falls 
View church, Niagara Falls, Ont. One of the 
winter quarter electives is on The Delicate Art of 
Dancing with Porcupines: Learning to Appreci-
ate the Fine Points of Others. • John and Ethel 
Sider spoke Nov. 3 to the Heise Hill congrega-
tion, Gormley, Ont. The junior highs had a sound 
scavenger hunt on Nov. 6. • The Nov. 14 
evening service at the Kindersley, Sask., church 
featured the MCC video "The Doubled Harvest." 
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• On Nov. 7 the Lakeside congregation, Cal-
gary, Alb., enjoyed the ministry of speaker 
Randy Steinwand, president of Rocky Mountain 
College. • The youth of the Massey Place con-
gregation, Saskatoon, Sask., had a spaghetti sup-
per with the purpose of helping to fund the youth 
director position. 
On Nov. 21 Dr. Ian and Clare Stell helped the 
Oak Ridges, Ont., congregation focus on the 
ministry in Zimbabwe. • On anniversary Sun-
day, Oct. 31, $60,282 was received by the 
Orchard Creek congregation, St. Catharines, 
Ont., toward the building fund. The goal had 
been $5,000. • The Port Colborne, Ont., con-
gregation enjoyed a Christmas dinner Dec. 4 at 
Blue Star Restaurant. • George Rogaczewski 
led in worship and spoke on Christianity in 
Poland at the Nov. 26 prayer night of the Ridge-
mount church, Hamilton, Ont. • The Prime 
Timers group of the Sherkston, Ont., congrega-
tion had a luncheon together on Nov. 21. 
The host of a local talk show was the guest 
Nov. 27 of the youth of the Springvale, Ont., 
congregation. • The adults of the Stayner, Ont., 
congregation had a progressive breakfast on 
Nov. 27. A bake sale by the Young Moms group 
on Dec. 1 helped with their babysitting expens-
es. • On Nov. 21 Mathew Bradbury reported to 
the Upper Oaks congregation, Oakville, Ont., 
on his trip to Nepal. • The Pioneer Girls of the 
Wainfleet, Ont., congregation held a pal-gal tea 
on a November Sunday afternoon. • Trudy 
McClane spoke at the Nov. 13 missions lun-
cheon for area Brethren in Christ women at the 
Westheights church, Kitchener, Ont. 
Central Conference 
The Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio, 
had a progressive dinner for adults on Dec. 4. 
John Weaver preached Nov. 28 on "O, Holy 
Nightmare." • The youth of the Ashland, Ohio, 
church planned, prepared and served five "after-
church" dinners in December as fund raisers for 
YOUthQuest expenses. • Revival services were 
held Nov. 3-14 at the Bethel church, Merrill, 
Mich., with evangelist Mervin Potteiger. • The 
annual Christmas bazaar was Nov. 20 at the Car-
land-Zion church, Owosso, Mich. Several per-
sons from the church participated in the com-
munity Thanksgiving service at Ovid-Elsie High 
School. • On Nov. 20 the Christian Union con-
gregation, Garrett, Ind., had a pie supper with 
pies of all kinds. Paul and Lela Hostetler visited 
in the evening. • The Fairview church, Engle-
wood, Ohio, hosted the Northmont community 
Thanksgiving service with David Sebastian of 
the Church of God as speaker. • On Nov. 6 the 
Highland congregation, West Milton, Ohio, had 
a harvest party, scavenger hunt, and chili supper. 
The church had an offering forMCConNov. 21. 
More than 90 persons attended the Nov. 7 
harvest dinner of the Lakeview church, Good-
rich, Mich. Living Truth gave a concert on Nov. 
Correspondents, are you remembering 
to highlight special events in the bulletins 
and newsletters you send? Even better, write 
out a 1-2 sentence summary of the event 
you wish to be printed. Be sure all items are 
in our office before the first day of each 
month. 
E.V. Timelines^ 
100 Years Ago 
Jan. 1, 1894 issue—In "Holiness, or Sanctification" Alfred Schell 
writes, "What is sanctification? It is a setting aside for Holy purposes. 
Second, it also means a cleansing from outward things that are wrong, or 
unholy, which man can cleanse himself from, or put away. Third, it sig-
nifies a cleansing from inbred sin. God alone can do this.... What is 
understood by inbred sin? It is the carnal mind.... This carnality is not 
removed in conversion...." 
75 Years Ago 
Jan. 13, 1910 issue—The first issue under the editorship of V.L. 
Stump ran a column, "Gems from John Wesley," among them, "The bot-
tom of the soul may be in repose, even when we are in many outward 
troubles: just as the bottom of the sea is calm, while the surface is strong-
ly agitated." In his editorial, Stump writes: "We are impressed as never 
before with the necessity of keeping the Visitor on the deepest spiritual 
lines. The danger of spiritual declension was never greater than now. The 
pulpit and the religious press are confronted with the demands for a 
more outward form of religious observance, and a letting up on the Scrip-
ture term of a Christian life. The necessity of a spiritual transformation, 
and a daily walk in the ways of holiness are too exacting terms for the cus-
toms and ways of this generation.... We intend to aim high, tho we may 
fail in reaching our highest mark we do want make [sic] the highest 
ideals so attractive that the lower lines will lose their influence and 
appear as nothing compared to the riches of grace in Christ Jesus." 
50 Years Ago 
Jan. 3, 1944 issue—In "Revival Meetings and the Present Crisis," E.J. 
Swalm writes, "Our beloved brotherhood is one of the few evangelical 
groups who still sponsor evangelism by the old-fashioned heaven-sent 
method of protracted meetings.... Some bodies of professed Christians 
have abandoned this method as out-of-date and ill-adapted to present-day 
thinking. Our only reply to this would be that human nature remains 
unchanged through the ages, and man's basic needs are the same regard-
less of his culture." 
25 Years Ago 
Jan. 27, 1969 issue—Under the "News Items" column: "The number 
of Americans in the U.S. convinced of God's existence and the fact of an 
after-life and a hell exceeds by far the percentages with similar beliefs 
among people of 11 other nations, say the Gallup pollsters."..."The space 
flight of Apollo 8 was described by the NASA official as 'the triumph of 
the squares—the guys with computers and slide rules who read the Bible 
on Christmas eve.' Whether squares or not, it is generally agreed that the 
three astronauts and their families are sincerely dedicated Christians who 
take prayer seriously." 
10 Years Ago 
January 1984 issue—In "Ready for more cooperation, but not for 
merger": "The heads of the four largest households in the Menno-
nite/Brethren in Christ community of faith agree that their families are 
closely related with a lot in common, that they really should do more of 
their chores together, and that maybe a block party would be nice in the 
future. But for now, they'd prefer to keep living in separate houses, thank 
you. [These were] all key items discussed at the Council of Moderators 
and Secretaries annual meeting in Denver, Colo., Nov. 4." 
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14. • The adult choir of the Nappanee, Ind., 
church participated in a community churches 
Christmas concert Dec. 2 at Amish Acres. • 
Women of the Northgate church, Tipp City, 
Ohio, made album covers at their Nov. 16 meet-
ing. • On Dec. 12 the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, con-
gregation had caroling followed by a bean soup 
supper. • The Sippo Valley church, Massillon, 
Ohio, had a love feast and footwashing on Nov. 
24. • The women of the Union Grove church, 
New Paris, Ind., had a shopping trip to Merrill-
ville on Nov. 6. • On Nov. 21 Fred Holland 
spoke to the Valley Chapel congregation, Can-
ton, Ohio, about a plan for summer 1994 to reach 
Muslims in Malawi. 
Midwest Conference 
The Abilene, Kan., congregation viewed the 
film "Jesus" in November. • The Bethany 
church, Thomas, Okla., recently hosted the annu-
al Oklahoma church growth dinner. • On Nov. 
28 the Mound Park congregation, Dallas Cen-
ter, Iowa, took a spiritual gifts inventory during 
the Sunday school hour. • The Mt. View con-
gregation, Colorado Springs, Colo., had a 
Thanksgiving meal together on Nov. 20. • Nov. 
21 was a big day for the Oklahoma City, Okla., 
congregation: a Thanksgiving meal, catch-up 
offering, and guests Glenn and Joyce Ginder. • 
The Rosebank congregation, Hope, Kan., had a 
guess-whVs-coming-to-dinner on Nov. 7. • The 
Zion church had a new members class in late 
1993. On Nov. 28 the evening service featured a 
video about a man who overcame cerebral palsy 
with a powerful witness for Christ. 
Pacific Conference 
On Nov. 21 the 30th anniversary celebration 




by W. Edward Rickman 
W. Edward Rickman is Director 
of Stewardship (U.S.) for the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
Cooperative Ministries 
Receipts—Year to Date 
January 1 - November 30,1993 
1993 1992 
Proportionate 2.174.980 1.989.007 
Congregational 2,016,420 1,839,259 
Individual 158,560 149,740 
Designated and 
Direct Giving 667.174 733.310 
Congregational 342,732 426,577 
Individual 324,442 306,733 
Total to Date 2.842.154 2.722.317 
Total Budget 4.210.537 4.142.279 
Received to Date 67.5% 65.7% 
"How I wish that there were some won-
derful place 
Called the land of beginning Again, 
Where all our mistakes and all our 
heartaches, 
And all our poor selfish grief 
Could be dropped like a shabby old coat 
at the door, 
And never put on again." —Anonymous 
The sentiment of that verse has echoed 
and re-echoed in the hearts and minds of 
many people as they have reviewed the 
circumstances surrounding their lives. 
Some of the events of our lives can never 
be repeated no matter how we might long 
to have a second chance to relive them. 
There are numerous episodes in life where 
our intentions and our plans have been so 
positive but the results were so negative. 
There was a longing to relive those events 
and have a new beginning. 
Good news 
The good news at the dawning of this 
new year of 1994 is that we can have some 
"new beginnings"! That does not mean that 
all our memories and all our failures will 
be forgotten or even rectified. But, through 
the goodness of our Lord Jesus Christ, he 
has made it possible for us to experience 
"new beginnings." It is possible for us to 
place all the past under the blood of Jesus 
and experience the relief and the exhilara-
tion of starting all over again! 
New opportunities—new ministries 
From the perspective of the Church, all 
of the opportunities and goals for ministry 
in 1993 are now past. There is no way to 
go back and review or revisit these lost 
opportunities. 
However, thank the Lord, we have new 
opportunities and new ministries to chal-
lenge us in 1994. As Jeremiah said in 
Lamentations 3:22-23: 
"Because of the Lord's great love we 
are not consumed, for his compassions 
never fail. They are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness." 
What a great statement of affirmation! 
There are new beginnings! 
As we begin this new year of 1994, 
Brethren in Christ Ministries are anticipat-
ing one of the greatest years in our history. 
God has given new vision and a literal 
"smorgasbord" of ministry opportunities 
just waiting for our choice ministry per-
sonnel. Our people, from church planters to 
missionaries, from seminary student to cur-
riculum writer, are invigorated with the 
new opportunities that lie before them. 
God has called us to "buy up" all the 
opportunities possible to fulfill his goals 
for our ministries. 
Ministry partnership 
The exciting part of our ministry oppor-
tunities is the partnership we have with 
you. There is almost no ministry that can 
be performed—much less succeed—in iso-
lation. It is the partnership of those who are 
praying, sending, and supporting with 
those who are going and ministering that 
makes the plan workable and fulfilling. 
Believe me, the people who are ministering 
on the "frontlines" of opportunity are 
grateful for the prayers and the sacrificial 
gifts which make it possible for them to 
continue their ministries with confidence. 
Together we have accomplished all we 
possibly could in 1993, but, thank God, 
we have a new beginning in 1994. 
Your commitment— 
our commitment 
The partnership enjoyed between the 
ministry giver and the ministry provider is 
a vital role. Our ministries are either given 
the freedom to buy up the ministry oppor-
tunities or they are limited in their out-
reach by the commitment of those partners 
who provide the prayer support and the 
resources for their ministries. In years past 
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by Helen Asper, Les Guengerich, and Danny 
Whitehurst. A meal followed the service. • 
Forty-two people from the Chino Hills congre-
gation, Chino, attended family camp Oct. 29-31 
at Mile High Pines camp. • Singer and storyteller 
Tom Shumate was in concert Nov. 13 at the 
Moreno church, Moreno Valley, Calif. • Henry 
Ginder was guest speaker Nov. 17 for the 
Ontario, Calif., congregation. • The Pacific 
Highway congregation, Salem, Ore., had a Sun-
day school open house on Nov. 7. On Nov. 14 
David Besaw spoke on "The Gideon Challenge." 
• The Walnut, Calif., congregation participated 
in Prison Fellowship's Angel Tree project. • The 
Upland, Calif., church hosted the Nov. 13 
church growth dinner with speaker Eduardo 
Llanes of Miami, Fla. 
Southeast Conference 
On Nov. 28 Henry and Martha Ginder, re-
turned from their trip to Mozambique, spoke to 
the Holden Park congregation, Orlando, Fla., 
about their travels. • On Nov. 14 the Winches-
ter, Va., congregation had a sandwich and salad 
supper with guest Scot White speaking about 
missions in Mexico. 
Susquehanna Conference 
On Nov. 2 the women of the Carlisle, Pa., 
congregation had a birthday party for all women, 
with Winnie Thuma sharing about her missions 
experience in Hong Kong. • Timothy Bentch 
gave a Nov. 14 concert to the Cedar Grove con-
gregation, Mifflintown, Pa. He is involved in 
ministry to Communist countries through the 
Christian arts. • A recent missions penny project 
by the Cedar Heights congregation, Mill Hall, 
Pa., collected $215 for Midwest Hood victims 
relief. Three new members were welcomed on 
there have been times when limited 
resources would not permit us to respond 
fully to the needs of the hungry, the hurt-
ing, and the desperate people who were in 
the sphere of our influence. That's in the 
past. We can't relive those opportunities. 
However, God has given us a new oppor-
inministry. 
During this month, many Brethren in 
Christ Churches will be determining their 
priorities in ministry for 1994. Those pri-
orities are commonly called "budgets." 
It is a time when congregations reflect 
on their past goals and their performance 
in meeting those goals, as well as ex-
pressing new goals and intentions for 
1994. All of us should be praying that 
God will give us a new sense of urgency 
in fulfilling the ministry opportunities he 
will provide for us in 1994. All of us 
should ask God to stretch our faith and 
our generosity to meet those new goals. 
Personal renewal 
Not only will we be making collec-
tive decisions in our congregations, but a 
new year provides "new beginnings" for 
making personal decisions about our 
resource commitments to God and his 
work. It is so great to know that whatev-
er mistakes or shortfalls or failed inten-
tions we have had in the past, we can lit-
erally "drop them like a shabby old coat 
at the door" and never pick them up 
again. God's grace and forgiveness pro-
vide us with "new beginnings." The "new 
beginnings" allow us to set new goals for 
the future. There is nothing like setting a 
new goal to offset the failures of the past. 
God wants to bring renewal to the 
Brethren in Christ in 1994.1 pray that he 
will begin that renewal in me and you as 
we recommit ourselves and our resources 
to fulfilling his perfect will in 1994. 
Happy "new beginnings" to you! 
Transforming Lifestyles in 
a Self-centered World" is 
the theme for the 1994 Pre-
Geperal Conference Event 
being sponsored by the 
Board for Stewardship ser-
vices, 6.-30 p.m., June 30 
through the evenine ser-
vice July 1, 1994 
Key Note Speakers.-
Outstanding workshops and Leaders-
Transforming Estate Plans 
Keep the Church Records 
Computerized Record Keeping 
Transforming Family Finances 
Teaching/Preaching Lifestyle 
How to Change Your Lifestyle 
Dr- Tony Campolo 
•W. Edward Rickman 
Lane Hostetter 
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Nov. 28. • On Nov. 23 the Cumberland Valley 
church, Dillsburg, Pa., hosted the community 
Thanksgiving service with the New Life for Girls 
Choir and speaker Jose' Pacheco. • On Nov. 1 
Ruth and Eber Dourte spoke to the seniors of 
the Dillsburg congregation about their recent 
journey to Israel. John Reitz led a family life 
conference Nov. 6, 7. 
The Fairview congregation, Reesers Sum-
mit, Pa., had two holiday dinners, one on Nov. 
15, the other on Dec. 12. • The "Sent Forth" 
missions conference at the Grantham, Pa., 
church included an international marketplace 
and bazaar on Nov. 6 with displays, food, and 
dramatic and musical presentations. • Maurice 
Bender of the Gospel Tide Hour and Alex Tur-
oczi of Trans World Radio spoke last fall to the 
Green Grove congregation, Spring Mills, Pa. • 
A special offering Nov. 21 at the Jemison Val-
ley church, Westfield, Pa., went to buy Bibles for 
Sunday school classes, VBS attenders, and clubs. 
The Marsh Creek church, Howard, Pa., 
hosted revival meetings with Ken Hepner Nov. 
14-21. • On Nov. 21 the Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
church had a program by Heirbome Youth Word 
Band and speaker Meadowlark Lemon. A youth 
Camp Kahquah 
invites applications for: 
FULL-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE 
DIRECTOR 
The Administrative Director has the 
overall responsibility for planning, 
developing, promoting, administrating, 
and implementing the entire range of 
program products at Camp Kahquah. 
The Administrative Director must be a 
mature Christian with proven experi-
ence in business administration, lead-
ership, and public relations. 
FULL-TIME HEAD COOK 
The Head Cook is responsible for 
all planning, preparation, and serving 
of meals. The Head Cook must be a 
mature Christian with experience in 
the food service field in a supervisory 
role. 
Camp Kahquah is a non-profit, 
evangelical Christian camp, located 
near Magnetawan, Ontario, and is 
owned and operated by the Canadian 
Conference of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. The camp is in operation in 
the summer months for children, fam-
ily, and teen camps, and during the 
remaining months for retreats. 
Please submit resumes by Jan. 18, 
1994, to: 
Camp Kahquah Secretary 
6739 Main St. 
Stouffville, ON 
L4A 6B5 
For more information, contact (905) 
735-1158 (evenings). 
conference was Nov. 19 at the church with 
speaker Bay Forrest, formerly of the Phoenix 
Sun, now a youth pastor in Colorado. • Terry 
Brensinger spoke Nov. 14, the opening day of 
the missions conference at the Messiah Village 
church, Mechanicsburg. The congregation gave 
the Wormans a pantry shower on Nov. 18. • 
Congregational approval was sought Nov. 21 at 
the council of the Redland Valley church, York 
Haven, Pa. for the concept of an activity center. 
For The Record 
Births 
Allison: Taylor Reed, Nov. 3, 1993; Steven 
R. and Pamela (Reed) Allison, Washington, D.C. 
Baughn: Daniel James, Nov. 14, 1993; 
James and Jean Baughn, Fairview congregation, 
Ohio. 
Blank: Daniel Patrick, Sept. 13, 1993; 
Patrick and Suzanne Blank, New Covenant con-
gregation, Pa. 
Boroff: Kurt Luis, Feb. 9, 1993; Susan 
Boroff, New Covenant congregation, Pa. 
Bradbury: Joshua James Alexander, Nov. 
12, 1993; Mathew and Kerry (Hay) Bradbury, 
Upper Oaks congregation, Ont. 
Bryan: Karissa Linn and Kylie Renee, June 
18, 1993; Steve and Angela (Fisher) Bryan, 
Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Burd: Dustin Anthony, Nov. 15, 1993; Tony 
and Hope (Diffenderfer) Burd, Cedar Grove con-
gregation, Pa. 
Byers: Travis Lynn, Aug. 1, 1993; Fred and 
Vickie (Leese) Byers, Montgomery congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Cauler: Alexander Mendel, Nov. 10, 1993; 
Brian and Darlene (Buckwalter) Cauler. Manor 
congregation, Pa. 
Climenhage: Zackary Edward Ray Freder-
ick, Oct. 14, 1993; Jason and Laura (Brock) Cli-
menhage, Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Cowels: Rebecca Lynn, Sept. 5, 1993; Jason 
Brandis and Tammy Cowels, New Covenant 
congregation, Pa. 
Davis: Emma Laree, Oct. 25, 1993; Doug 
Managers Needed 
Mennonite Central Committee is 
accepting applications for two SELF-
HELP Crafts Regional Sales Man-
agers. Positions become available 
April 4, 1994. Qualifications include 
experience in retail management, 
knowledge of SELFHELP products 
and its mission, and communication 
skills. Degree in business, marketing, 
or related field preferred. Travel re-
quired to region of responsibility (Mid-
west, Southeast). Interested persons 
contact Goldie Kuhns, 21 South 12th 
St., P.O. Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-
0500. Phone (717) 859-1151. Appli-
cations are due February 1, 1994. 
and Barbara (Hall) Davis, Cumberland Valley 
congregation, Pa. 
Davisson: Brittany Nicole, Nov. 15, 1993; 
Alan and Shirley (Brillinger) Davisson, Oak 
Ridges congregation, Ont. 
Deck: Nicole Renee, Nov. 3, 1993; Norman 
and Denise (Lowe) Deck, Manheim congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Fenton: Korena Emmalyn, Nov. 3, 1993; 
Timothy and Michele (Wilson) Fenton, Man-
heim congregation, Pa. 
Fox: Elizabeth Ann, Oct. 7, 1993; Randy and 
Rhonda (Gibble) Fox, Manheim congregation, 
Pa. 
Funk: Austin Daniel, Sept. 13, 1993; Neil 
and Wanda (Bonebrake) Funk, Montgomery 
congregation, Pa. 
Gardner: Jacob Gordon, Nov. 17, 1993; Jim 
and Sue Gardner, Chino Hills congregation, 
Calif. 
Gift: Emma Noelle, Nov. 2, 1993; Brad and 
Debbie (Besecker) Gift, Five Forks congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Good: Austin Geoffrey, Oct. 26, 1993; Clay-
ton and Julie (Gamber) Good, Manheim congre-
gation, Pa. 
Goodfellow: Laura Ann, Nov. 14, 1993; 
Steve and Kim Goodfellow, Upper Oaks con-
gregation, Ont. 
Grube: Jocelyn Carol, Mar. 9, 1993; Brian 
and Donna Grube, New Covenant congregation, 
Pa. 
Helfrick: Daryl Anthony, Aug. 30, 1993; 
Dallas and Rebekah (Long) Helfrick, Mont-
gomery congregation, Pa. 
Rough: Sarah Yvonne, Nov. 7, 1993; Jeff 
and Adrienne (Merritt) Kough, Zion congrega-
tion, Kan. 
Landis: Michele Nicole, Nov. 16, 1993; J. 
Kevin and Bettina (Thomas) Landis, Manor con-
gregation, Pa. 
Layton: Joshua Charles, Aug. 27, 1993; 
James and Barbara Layton, New Covenant con-
gregation, Pa. 
Medeiros: Olivia McKenzie, Oct. 29, 1993; 
Ed and Janice (McKenzie) Medeiros, Upper 
Oaks congregation, Ont. 
McClure: Nicholas Gordon, Oct. 27, 1993; 
Don and Kathy (Gordon) McClure, Chambers-
burg congregation, Pa. 
Parry: Christopher Scott, Nov. 1, 1993; Tom 
and Nancy Parry, Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Rodrigues: Marcus Cassio, Oct. 31, 1993; 
Luis and Mary Anne (Miller) Rodrigues, Cum-
berland Valley congregation, Pa. 
Service: Benjamin James, Nov. 15, 1993; 
Steve and Donna Service, Cross Roads congre-
gation, Pa. 
Shenk: Brett Allen, Nov. 5, 1993; Ronald 
and Sandy (Zeplin) Shenk, Manheim congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Smith: Cristin Jennea, July 5, 1993; James 
and Wendy (Behrndt) Smith, Manheim congre-
gation, Pa. 
Snyder: Steven Anthony, Sept. 18, 1993; 
Greg Heimbach and Dawn Snyder. Cedar Grove 
congregation, Pa. 
Strawser: Ashley Morgan, Nov. 15, 1993; 
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Air Hill to host 
conference on abuse 
"Breaking Silence, Bringing Hope: Facing Family Broken-
ness and Abuse within the Christian Community" is a conference 
that is being jointly planned and sponsored by the Allegheny and 
Susquehanna Regional Boards for Brotherhood Concerns and the 
Franklin Mennonite Conference. 
This conference will be held March 4 and 5, 1994, at the Air 
Hill Brethren in Christ Church, and is focused around the issue 
of abuse within the church community. There is a very con-
scious orientation towards the biblically centered message of 
hope and redemption, for both the abused and the abuser. Our 
keynote speakers, Dr. Ruth Krall from Goshen, Ind., and Chris-
tine Wyrtzen (perhaps better known as a musician), from Love-
land, Ohio, will share with us their understanding of the depth of 
the problem as well as their vision of hope. The two-day event 
will include times for worship, for listening to our speakers, for 
workshop sessions (there are 24 from which to choose) and for 
interaction, and will close on Saturday afternoon with a service 
of prayer, healing and restoration. A concert by Christine 
Wyrtzen, open to the public, will be held on Saturday evening. 
The conference is open to all interested persons, and will be 
helpful to both lay caregivers and pastors who desire more infor-
mation on how to help those in need. It is also planned as a 
forum for the victims of abuse to validate their pain, and affords 
them the simple acknowledgement that the church body recog-
nizes abuse does exist, even among those who are Christians. 
Ask your local Board for Brotherhood Concerns representa-
tive for registration information, or contact Mim Heisey, 13658 
Cumberland Highway, Orrstown, PA 17244 Phone (717) 532-
5092. 
Brian and Heidi Strawser, Cedar Grove congre-
gation, Pa. 
Thomas: Keisha Marie, Sept. 11, 1993; 
Mike and Rhonda (Martin) Thomas, Mont-
gomery congregation, Pa. 
VanHorn: Logan Garrett, Oct. 28, 1993; 
Craig and Dana VanHorn, Cedar Grove congre-
gation, Pa. 
Walters: Rachel Anne, Aug. 12, 1993; Steve 
and Patty (Mylet) Walters, Montgomery con-
gregation, Pa. 
Williams: Kayla Brooke, Nov. 12, 1993; 
Dean and Michelle Williams, Five Forks con-
gregation, Pa. 
Wise: Shayli Marie, Nov. 12, 1993; John and 
Fon Wise, Five Forks congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Brandt - Metzler: Judy Metzler and Clyde 
Brandt, Oct. 23, 1993, at Manheim Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Roy J. Peterman offici-
ating. 
Commerer - Kanagy: Maxine J., daughter 
of Leon and Frances Kanagy, Williamson, Pa., 
and Robert G., son of Robert and Linda Com-
merer, Shippensburg, Pa., Sept. 25, 1993, at 
Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Doug Kelchner officiating. 
Donton - Kling: Elaina E., daughter of Al 
and Gilee Kling, Lancaster, Pa., and Todd M., 
son of Clayton and Bernadette Donton, Lebanon, 
Pa., Oct. 9, 1993, at Lancaster Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. James Emst officiating. 
Godshall - Althouse: Kristin Noel, daughter 
of Wayne and Janice Althouse, Harleysville, Pa., 
and Steven Ray, son of Linneaus and Elsie God-
shall, Telford, Pa., Sept. 18, 1993, at Souderton 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Jeffrey Hol-
lenbach and Rev. Joe Hyatt officiating. 
Helfrick - Cramer: Carla Cramer and Brad 
Helfrick, Oct. 16, at Five Forks Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur Besecker offi-
ciating. 
Hopple - Stone: Susan Kay, daughter of 
Gerald and Marian Stone, Bainbridge, Pa., and 
Mark Eugene, son of Melvin Hopple Jr., Harris-
burg, Pa., and Connie Cunningham, Middletown, 
Pa., Nov. 20, at Conoy Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Marlin K. Ressler officiating. 
Myers - Grossnickle: Donna, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Grossnickle, and Christo-
pher, son of Mrs. Faye Myers, Charleston, S.C., 
Oct. 16, 1993, at United Methodist Church 
(Wolfsville, Md.) with Rev. Hayden Sparks offi-
ciating. 
Paine - Vaughn: Leslie Rae, daughter of 
Rae and the late Lester Vaughn, Dillsburg, Pa., 
and Joel Emory, son of Dwight and Lois Paine, 
Grantham, Pa., Oct. 23, 1993, at Grantham 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Robert B. 
Ives officiating. 
Showalter - Kanagy: Michelle, daughter of 
Leon and Frances Kanagy, Williamson, Pa., and 
Leo, son of H. Lee and Bonnie Showalter, 
Chambersburg, Pa., Nov. 20 at Chambersburg 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur 
Besecker officiating. 
Sims - Myers: Brenda Myers, daughter of 
Mrs. Debra Naill, and Rocky, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Rocky Sims, Martinsburg, W.V., Nov. 13, 
1993 at Van Lear Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Wilbur W. Benner officiating. 
Slyder - Tice: Kathy, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Melvin Tice, Spring Mills, Pa., and Ralph 
D. Slyder, Dillsburg, Pa., Oct. 2, 1993 at Green 
Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Paul 
Smucker officiating. 
Van Veen - Gilmore: Bonnie Lynn, daugh-
ter of Glenn and Dolly Gilmore, Wainfleet, Ont., 
and Perry, son of Nickolaas and Lammerdina 
Van Veen, Vineland, Ont., Oct. 30, 1993, at 
Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Charles Mashinter officiating. 
Wingerd - Schwarz: Barbara Schwarz and 
Dale Wingerd, Sept. 25, 1993, at Rosebank 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Robert Lis-
ter and Rev. John Marks officiating. 
Obituaries 
Harvey: Sidney James Harvey, born July 30, 
1931, in London, England, died Nov. 17, 1993. 
Surviving are his wife, Mavis; seven children; 19 
grandchildren; and one great-grandchild. He was 
a recent convert and member of the Bertie con-
gregation, Ont. The funeral was held at the Tall-
man Funeral Home with Rev. Don Middlemiss 
and Rev. Mark Thornton officiating. Interment 
was in Mt. Osborne Cemetery. 
Lehman: Paul Henry Lehman, born Nov. 
14, 1905, in Locust Grove, Pa., died Oct. 22, 
1993. Surviving are his wife, Anna M. (Landis); 
and three sons, Carl H., Robert L., and Lamar E. 
Paul was a resident of Messiah Village. He had 
been treasurer of the Locust Grove church for 20 
years, and a cemetery trustee and caretaker. He 
was a member of the Pleasant View congrega-
tion, Pa. The funeral was held at Locust Grove 
with Rev. Harold E. Bowers officiating. Inter-
ment was in the church cemetery. 
Patterson: Mildred M. Patterson, born Feb. 
19, 1933, daughter of Samuel and Mary Tabo 
Edwards, died Oct. 30, 1993. Surviving are her 
husband, Marvin A. Patterson; 5 daughters, Tere-
sa Huber, Denise Zimmerman, Debra Kauffman, 
Cynthia Pogue, and Patricia DeVos; 3 sons, 
Chester Edwards, John Flagle, and Randall Pat-
terson; 14 grandchildren; 2 sisters, Betty 
Washabaugh and Donna Ott; and 2 brothers, 
Leonard Edwards and Albert Edwards. Mildred 
was a self-employed beautician, a member of 
Bible Study Fellowship International, and the 
Christian Women's Club. She was a member of 
the Air Hill congregation, Pa., where the funer-
al service was conducted with Rev. Gerald 
Wingert officiating. Interment was in Park 
Lawns Memorial Gardens. 
Shelley: Lloyd E. Shelley, born Dec. 30, 
1915, in Pitsburg, Ohio, son of Chalmer and 
Nancy Reichard Shelley, died Oct. 11, 1993. 
Surviving are a brother, Deo; and a sister, 
Kathryn Shelley. He was a graduate of Arcanum 
high school and a farmer. He had served on the 
board of the Highland congregation, Ohio, where 
he was a member. The funeral was held at the 
Kreitzer Funeral Home with Rev. Henry Miller, 
and Rev. Paul Hess officiating. Interment was in 
Mote cemetery. 
Smith: Robert Smith, 63, of Hagerstown, 
Md., died Oct. 14, 1993. Surviving are his wife, 
Doris (Hess); and three nieces. The funeral ser-
vice was conducted by Rev. Wilbur W. Benner 
from the Minnich Funeral Home. Interment was 
in Cedar Lawn Memorial Park. 





by Wally Kroeker 
You can forget "business as usual." 
It's time to remove the blinders and take 
a fresh look, said speakers at the annual 
convention of Mennonite Economic 
Development Associates (MEDA). 
Titled "The New Global Balance 
Sheet," the convention was held Nov. 11-
14 in Toronto, Ontario. It drew 490 atten-
dee, including first-time visitors from 
Latvia and The Netherlands. MEDA's 
membership numbers 2,800 (including a 
number of Brethren in Christ), mostly in 
Canada and the U.S. 
If there was any certainty in today's 
climate, speakers said, it was that many 
old methods and strategies have been ren-
Canner Operators 
Mennonite Central Committee is 
accepting applications for two canner 
operators. This two-year volunteer 
service position begins April 1994. 
Canners travel November-April to 
some 30 meat canning sites in 11 
states. Summer is spent in Akron, Pa. 
Applicants must have faith in Jesus 
Christ, be committed to peacemaking, 
and have a church membership. Must 
be single, male, at least 21 years old, 
physically strong/healthy, with good 
mechanical aptitude. MCC provides 
training for Commercial Drivers 
Licensing. To apply contact your 
regional or provincial MCC office or 
Goldie Kuhns, 21 South 12th St., P.O. 
Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500, 
phone (717) 859-1151. In Canada 
contact MCC Canada Personnel, 134 
Plaza Dr., Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9, 
phone (204) 261-6381. 
dered obsolete by convulsive 
economic and political 
changes. 
Furniture manufacturer 
Arthur DeFehr said society is 
in the midst of "a historic dis-
continuity" when many famil-
iar assumptions are losing 
validity. One of these was 
North American economic 
dominance. In the new 
"knowledge paradigm" the 
competitive edge is moving 
elsewhere, DeFehr said. 
Blind faith in "unshackled 
market forces" is a hindrance 
in the new global balance 
sheet. The free market can be 
very effective, he said, but it 
can also be "incredibly unjust 
in terms of outcomes." 
American free market ideology has 
failed to respect political and economic 
innovations from other cultures, resulting 
in loss of ground. In his business, he said, 
the "cultural arrogance" of competitors 
who fail to adjust to new realities is one 
of his greatest competitive strengths. 
A looming challenge for North Amer-
icans is to "understand the limits of our 
ideology and to recognize where and 
when change is appropriate." He said the 
next generation will live in a world very 
different from ours, and "as they study 
history they may well ask why we had 
such difficulty understanding what from 
their perspective will be obvious." 
Bethel College professor James Hard-
er said the disruptions caused by "new 
winds of uncertainty" and the sluggish-
ness of North America's recovery defied 
historic analysis. Even Japan and Ger-
many—"the economic Gibralters of 
recent decades"—have not been spared. 
Rich countries can no longer escape 
the problems of their low income neigh-
bors, said Harder. "The single global 
marketplace means what it says. We're 
in it together and all the connections are 
now two-way, whether we like it or not." 
Mounting deficits—not only financial 
but also environmental and social—will 
continue to disrupt the new global bal-
ance sheet, he said. Economic growth 
can no longer be trusted to look after dif-
ficult social and political choices, and 
for North American Christians, the new 
tradeoffs will test kingdom convictions. 
"If growth is our sole yardstick of 
success," he said, "chances are we'll 
often feel like failures in the years 
ahead." 
The church's journey in mission, 
meanwhile, will call for new forms of 
partnership, economics, and an "increas-
ing relevance of the Anabaptist vision," 
said Latin American missiologist Samuel 
Escobar. 
He warned of a "cruel cold world" of 
rival nomadic masses pushed to the edge 
of desperation by a widening gulf 
between rich and poor. Simply updating 
old missionary methods won't do, said 
Escobar. What is needed instead is a 
transformed missionary outlook that will 
be "truly international, ecumenical, 
unapologetically holistic, and daringly 
creative." 
"It is either going to be all that or else 
it is not going to be," said Escobar, 
whose son Alejandro works for MEDA 
in Bolivia in what the senior Escobar 
called a "creative" economic mission 
enterprise. 
An anniversary retrospective and a 
simple rice-and-beans luncheon marked 
MEDA's 40-year role in alleviating 
need. It was in 1953 that eight business-
men, struck by the economic needs they 
had seen among Mennonites in 
Paraguay, met in a Chicago hotel room 
to fashion a new organization that would 
provide capital and counsel to fledgling 
entrepreneurs. In time, the program 
merged with other business organizations 
that had developed to help Anabaptist 
Washington Office Director 
Mennonite Central Committee is accepting applications for Washington 
Office Director in Washington, D.C. Qualifications include: skills in analysis, 
writing, public speaking, communication, and financial and personnel manage-
ment. Must have capacity for biblical/theological reflection from an Anabaptist 
perspective on public policy issues and ability to listen sensitively to varying con-
stituent points of view. Bachelor's degree, travel required. In the United States, 
contact Dwight McFadden, 21 South 12th St., P.O. Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-
0500, phone (717) 859-1151. In Canada contact MCC Canada, Personnel Depart-
ment, 134 Plaza Dr., Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9, phone (204) 261-6381. Applica-
tions will be accepted until Jan. 31, 1994. 
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business and professional people inte-
grate faith and work. 
MEDA chair Charles Loewen, a win-
dow manufacturer from Steinbach, Man-
itoba, noted that MEDA's programs in 
low income countries, primarily in micro-
enterprise and agriculture, had helped 
more than 20,000 families during the past 
year. 
The market for MEDA's type of assis-
tance is very strong, Loewen said, and 
there are many opportunities to expand. A 
slight increase in member giving was not 
enough to keep pace with expansion, 
however, resulting in a deficit of 
$130,000 last year. "As in any business, 
Loewen said, "red ink is a very alarming 
wake-up call." 
Vice president Ron Braun reminded 
the convention of the growing need for 
MEDA programming, particularly at a 
time when many North Americans are 
clamoring to reduce foreign aid. "In five 
years, what we now call the two-thirds 
world will be the four-fifths world," he 
said, adding that business people have a 
unique role to play in the new global bal-
ance sheet. "Creating jobs—this is the 
social service business people do best," 
he said. In the past year, it was reported, 
MEDA programs created 8,400 new jobs 
in low income countries. 
Member services director Glen 
Hostetler said aggressive recruitment had 
resulted in 692 new members last year, an 
increase of more than 30 percent. A new 
domestic economic development pro-
gram, called ASSETS, had been launched 
in Lancaster, Pa., in an attempt to "bring 
home" MEDA's overseas micro-enter-
prise skill. 
In the concluding Sunday morning 
message, Conrad Grebel College chap-
lain John Fast urged Anabaptist business 
folk to broaden their mandate to include 
mentoring the next generation. Young 
people entering the work force today 
need not only jobs but also attention and 
affirmation. "Find someone younger than 
yourself and mentor them," said Fast. 
Next year's convention is scheduled 
for Nov. 3-6 in South Bend, Ind. 
Wally Kroeker is editor of The Market-
place. 
r)iscipleship for the 21st Century 
What kind 
of people? 
Part 4 of a series 
That caring is an essential ingredient 
of effective discipleship is hardly a novel 
suggestion. Why then does the Board for 
Brotherhood Concerns choose to high-
light caring at this time? 
We are considering the shape of disci-
pleship for the near future. A cursory 
analysis of the present (as it pertains to 
North America) yields not-so-subtle clues 
that caring for the needs and burdens of 
others will be more broadly needed than 
has been true in the past. Increasing num-
bers of households in our society experi-
ence difficulty finding employment suf-
ficient to sustain even a modest standard 
of living. A growing number of persons 
are reaching adulthood after experiencing 
disruption and/or serious dysfunction of 
family life during their formative years. 
The epidemic of violence we are now 
experiencing leaves many persons suf-
fering loss of various types. The wave of 
persons needing caring ministries to help 
them cope and recover from these and 
other difficulties will increase, not abate, 
in the next two decades. 
That is why caring must be reempha-
sized as a cardinal element of Christian 
discipleship for the immediate future. 
Jesus noted that poverty will always be 
present in society. And he urged, by pre-
cept and by example, his followers to be 
ministering to needs of the hurting and 
disadvantaged among them. We need to 
remember Jesus' teaching in Matthew 25, 
that designation to blessedness or cursed-
ness was determined by the individual's 
caring ministry, or lack of it, toward the 
needs of people. He clearly taught that 
we reveal ourselves to be his disciples by 
showing love for one another. 
In his epistle St. John focuses the issue 
sharply. Can anyone claim to be full of 
God's love if he fails to minister to the 
needs of those around him, according to 
his ability to so minister? He goes on to 
exhort us to love not with words or 
tongue, but with actions and in truth. It is 
clear that the near future will challenge 
Jesus' followers to find new ways to 
make available the resources and energy 
to put into deeds the ministry of caring to 
which we so often give lip service. We 
will need to reduce the amount of re-
sources we spend on ourselves (i.e., 
downscale our lifestyles, and re-engineer 
the way we do church) so as to be able to 
meet growing needs for caring ministries. 
We will need to become less self-serving 
in our public policy preferences and in 
the way we vote on public issues. (For 
example, who among us votes higher 
taxes upon himself unless he or his own 
children are likely to benefit?) 
Caring ministry needs to be done 
wisely. Handouts may not be helpful in 
the long run. We should be careful not to 
create dependency. Increasing the tax 
revenues of government may fail to result 
in lasting benefits to needy people. How-
ever, the great deficiency in caring is not 
primarily ill-advised efforts. Rather, it is 
complacency and self-centeredness lead-
ing to insufficient efforts. Before we crit-
icize the shortcomings of caring pro-
grams, we need to give heed that our own 
efforts at caring ministries are sufficient 
to be worthy of designation as disciple-
ship of Jesus. 
It is gratifying to note that many 
Christians are doing quite a lot of caring. 
Their example is commendable. But most 
of us could do more than we are now 
doing if we reorder our priorities. The 
decades ahead will surely offer us the 
opportunity to practice the admonition of 
1 Timothy 6:17-18: "Command those 
who are rich in this present world not to 
be arrogant nor to put their hope in 
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put 
their hope in God, who richly provides us 
with everything for our enjoyment. Com-
mand them to do good, to be rich in good 
deeds, and to be generous and willing to 
share." 
Samuel M. Brubaker, for the Board for 
Brotherhood Concerns. 





Certain spiritual themes recur every 
year at Messiah, and a primary one is 
missions. Typically, one week of Novem-
ber is set aside for missions awareness. 
Representatives from various missions 
organizations, including Brethren in 
Christ World Missions, New Tribes, and 
SEND International, staff information 
tables set up in the campus center all 
week long. Additionally, Keith Phillips, 
president of World Impact, and Dwight 
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Recycling plastic, paper, glass 
and aluminum is common in 
more than half of the households 
in North America today. The 
recycling cycle is not complete, 
however, until we have used a 
product in its recycled form. 
To help complete that cycle, 
the Joint Environmental Task 
Force of the Mennonite Church 
and General Conference Menno-
nite Church has produced travel 
coffee mugs made from recycled 
plastic gallon milk jugs. Of 
heavy weight plastic with green 
or blue sipper lid, they can be 
used for hot or cold beverages. 
These 12-ounce mugs are for sale 
for $7 U.S./$8.75 Cdn. To order 
contact Mennonite Central Com-
mittee, 21 South 12 Street, PO 
Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500, 
phone (717) 859-1151. 
Prospective student and parents "checking 
out" Messiah on one of the college's Open 
House Days. 
Robertson of Kingdom Building Min-
istries were featured chapel speakers. 
Adding to the missions emphasis this 
year, more than 70 students headed to 
Urbana, InterVarsity's student mission 
convention, at the University of Illinois at 
Champaign/Urbana in late December. 
Every third year, approximately 20,000 
students converge there to "think mis-
sions." Messiah's contingent will be led 
this year by Dave Hershberger, director 
of student outreach, who attends the 
Cumberland Valley Brethren in Christ 
Church. The conference challenges 
young people to be a Christian where 
they find themselves now, as well as pub-
licizing the need for Christian witness 
around the world. 
The five-day convention features ple-
nary sessions led by international speak-
ers, over 100 elective seminars, and infor-
mation booths staffed by representatives 
from various missions organizations. 
According to Mr. Hershberger, himself 
an Urbana alumnus, the highlights often 
are the worship times and the small 
groups which meet for Bible study and 
prayer. Messiah's delegates to Urbana 
plan to meet once during the convention 
and then again when they get back to fol-
low through on their experience. 
Brethren in Christ students 
among Who's Who 
The 1993 edition of Who's Who 
Among Students in American Universi-
ties and Colleges includes the names of 
49 students from Messiah College who 
have been selected as national outstand-
ing leaders. 
Campus nominating committees and 
editors of the annual directory have in-
cluded the names of these students based 
on their academic achievement, service to 
the community, leadership in extracur-
ricular activities and potential for contin-
ued success. 
They join an elite group of students 
selected from more than 1,400 institu-
tions of higher learning in all 50 states, 
the District of Columbia and several for-
eign nations. Outstanding students have 
been honored in the annual directory 
since it was first published in 1934. 
The following students included in the 
list are from the Brethren in Christ Church: 
Natalie R. Eckert, junior, biology, 
Elizabeth town, Pa. 
Mark H. Erb, senior, accounting, Man-
heim, Pa. 
Matthew H. Erb, senior, accounting, 
Manheim, Pa. 
Nancy L. Huber, senior, engineering, 
Anneville, Pa. 
Looking? Plan to spend 
a day at Messiah 
Prospective students and their fami-
lies are invited to spend a day at Messiah 
this semester. Several special open house 
days have been planned. These days start 
with registration in the Eisenhower Cam-
pus Center at 9:00 a.m. Included in the 
program are academic and financial aid 
information sessions, campus tours, and a 
complimentary lunch with faculty and 
students. 
Open house days for all areas of study 
are Monday, Feb. 21, and Saturday, 
March 5. 
Open house days for specific areas of 
study are Friday, Feb. 4, for engineering, 
mathematical sciences, and management 
and business, and Friday, Feb. 18, for 
nursing and natural sciences. 
There will also be a special program 
for students from minority ethnic back-
grounds on Minority Awareness Day, 
Monday, Jan. 17, (Martin Luther King 
Day.) In addition, a special day for col-
lege-bound juniors is scheduled for Mon-
day, April 4. 
If you don't see a date here that's con-
venient for the whole family, call the 
Admissions Office at (717) 691-6000 to 
set up your own time to visit. • 
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Niagara Christian College 
Homecoming '93 
"What a weekend!" "The best one 
ever!" "I'm sure glad I came!" These 
comments express the feelings of many 
who attended Homecoming '93 at Niag-
ara Christian College, Fort Erie, Ont., on 
Nov. 12-13. This annual event has seen a 
resurgence in interest and attendance over 
the past several years. We thank the Lord 
for this, and are happy to report that the 
largest number ever (over 200) was pres-
ent for the Saturday evening dinner. 
The Alumni Association was honored 
to present 20-year-old concert pianist, 
Bill John Newbrough, from Concord, 
Calif., who presented two benefit con-
certs during the weekend. The classical 
and sacred numbers were outstandingly 
performed. Bill John's mother, Louise 
(Shalanko) Newbrough is a graduate of 
NCC. 
During the Saturday evening program 
various classes were given recognition, 
with special acknowledgements going to 
the classes of '43, '53, '68 and '83. NCC 
President Dr. Ronald F. Gray was pleased 
to receive a major contribution from the 
class of '53 for the Jesse Sider Endow-
ment Fund (student scholarships). The 
highlight of the evening was the presen-
tation of three awards: Distinguished Ser-
vice to David Legge, Alumnus of the 
Year to Lome and Lois Ruegg, and Torch 
Bearer to Harry Nigh. 
Throughout homecoming weekend 
several sports events featured the alumni 
teams challenged by the NCC Crusaders. 
The alumni players were able to claim 
the most victories. 
Homecoming '94 is planned for 
November 11 and 12. Any former stu-
dents, faculty, or staff who are not on the 
mailing list are encouraged to forward 
their name and address to Niagara Chris-
tian College, 2619 Niagara Parkway, Fort 
Erie, ON L2A 5M4.—reported by 
Claude Winger, President, NCC Alumni 
Association. 
Dear Fielding, 
I'm in a wonderful mood today. Isn't life great! As I 
mentioned in my last letter, the people who visit the man 
share food. In fact, they eat together often, and seem to 
have a wonderful time at it. Their children drop many 
crumbs for me to gather. How thankful I am for the abun-
dant food here. 
One day I really overate, then slept for a long, long 
time. I felt so good when I woke up that I decided to do 
some serious exploring. Above the attic there is a spire 
that is almost as tall again as the building itself. I never 
have seen a human go there. So I gathered my courage 
and up, up I went to discover its purpose. 
At times I began to think this trek pretty foolish. The 
walls are steep—almost impossible—and the higher I 
went, the colder and more threatening was the journey. 
The spiders stared at me grumpily from their webs, and a 
bat's beady eyes followed me most of the way. (Thank 
goodness he seemed content to harrass me only with his 
stare.) Let me tell you, I was frightened. But something 
drew me ever higher and higher, my heart almost explod-
ing within my chest. 
My perseverance rewarded, I slid into a small space in 
a vent near the very top. Did I dare look out? Believe me, 
Fielding, this was like nothing I had ever seen. Now I 
know why our enemy the hawk delights so in his lazy, spi-
raling flight. In the stillness of that cold, December night, 
I felt an indescribable rush of warmth. 
Below was the town, bedecked in lights of every color. 
They reflected off the new, crisp snow, multiplying them-
selves each tenfold. Beyond the town was the great 
expanse of the countryside, with roads winding their way 
to the horizon, and fields resting from their long summer's 
exertion. Such beauty was before unfathomable to me. 
What perspective! How could a mere mouse respond? To 
whom could I shout about the vast splendor before me? 
Suddenly I was the smallest of the small, yet the most 
honored. What power, what intelligence could design that 
which extended before me in all directions? Dumb with 
awe, I could hardly take anymore. 
Turning onto my back, I faced the sky. But this was 
no less delight. Never before had I been so divorced from 
earthly connection. I seemed suspended in the great 
beyond, floating in nothingness—yet cradled by some-
thing real. I could have stayed there forever. 
I almost did. Night passed into day. Seeing the sun rise 
upon the town was almost as awesome as the jeweled 
night. The transformation of dark, to dawn, to light was 
slow and almost imperceptible, but astounding in power. I 
must climb again someday just to witness the night's 
retreat. 
But my stomach called me back to the earth below. 
Down, down I went. In the attic, I paused to gaze up. The 
memory of the night before lingered as a newly created 
place in my soul, but was becoming fainter and fainter. 
The overriding presence of the surroundings—now com-
monplace to me—soon began to displace the awe. I pan-
icked as the experience slipped further and further away. 
The man was deep in thought in his 
study. After breakfast, I snuck into the 
corner of his office and watched him c 
for awhile. Oh, how I wished I could 
tell him about my special journey. "Go 
there!" I wanted to shout. "Come and see 
the wonder! Forget your work!" But I did 
not. 
So, cousin, I write to you. Save this 
letter for me. If, for some reason, I can-
not climb the spire again, I want to 
remember. What a time it was for a 
mouse! I believe I'll never think 
about the world quite the same way 
again. If I ever start sounding 
"down," just remind me, will you, 
that there is a place where every-
thing is wonderful. 
A changed mouse, 
A. Nony 
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Focusing our Mission 
continued from page 30 
A new phenomenon has arisen. 
Many boomer believers can adapt to 
anything on the theological spectrum, 
from the Anabaptist to the Wesleyan 
theology, scarcely blinking an eye—if 
their "needs" are met. With our strong 
emphasis on "familyhood," it should 
be natural to embrace them with open 
arms, just as we joyously welcome 
the newborn into our families. 
This can be our finest hour for 
church growth, as the Spirit of Christ 
compels us to reach the lost, bringing 
the mobile, the boomers, and others 
into community. 
Discipleship 
Chris t ians around the world 
increasingly emphasize points of 
commonality. At the same time, the 
Brethren in Christ must also lead peo-
ple into an understanding of who we 
are, and how we have interpreted 
Christ's call to total commitment and 
obedience. Who Are the Brethren in 
Christ (by Morris Sider, first pub-
lished 1985 and revised 1992) suc-
cinctly identifies the synthesis of sev-
eral important theological emphases. 
Evangelism leads the sinner to repen-
tance and faith in Christ—the "heart-
warming" experience. In the context 
of community, we have a great oppor-
tunity to wrestle with the implications 
of obedience: stewardship, God-
inclined rather than self- or world-
inclined values, and a change in life-
styles reflective of our Lord. Charles 
Colson in The Body emphasizes that 
the fundamental task of a Christian 
community is to "disciple men and 
women to maturity in Christ and 
equip them to live their faith in every 
aspect of life, in every part of the 
world" (p. 282). 
For the Brethren in Christ, peace 
and holiness are integral to disciple-
ship. The writer to the Hebrews ex-
pressed it this way, "Make every 
effort to live in peace with all men 
and to be holy; without holiness no 
one will see the Lord" (Hebrews 
12:14). Jesus declared, "Love your 
enemies and pray for those who per-
secute you, that you may be sons of 
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your Father in heaven.... If you love 
those who love you, what reward will 
you get?" (Matthew 5:44-46). 
A life of obedience includes a call 
to holiness of heart and life. Part of 
our doctrinal statement puts the bibli-
cal instruction of Christ and the apos-
tle Paul in these words: "As the Spir-
it works in the life of the believer, he 
or she is led forward to sanctification 
by a full surrender and commitment 
to the motives and will to Christ. This 
results in freedom from the control 
of sin and in empowerment to live the 
holy life.... The quality of the surren-
dered life corresponds to the believ-
er's responsiveness to the Holy Spir-
it and obedience to the Word of God. 
The Spirit-filled life results in a sen-
sitivity to the Holy Spirit, inner 
strength in times of temptation, godly 
living and wholehearted service to the 
Lord" (Manual of Doctrine and Gov-
ernment, p. 13). 
Reflecting the values and the life-
style of our Lord will make 1994 our 
finest hour. • 
eaders Respond 
Cold violence 
We were close friends: 
conversations were warm and easy, 
memories were made, shared and celebrated; 
ideas in conflict were noted, 
then relegated to the recesses of our minds— 
because we were close, warm friends. 
Then we talked about war and peace; 
a winter wind touched our friendship. 
Operation Desert Storm blew sand in our eyes: 
he thought the conflict was about oil, 
I thought it was about aggression; 
he decried the loss of Iraqi soldiers, 
I celebrated the low American body count; 
he called me irresponsible, 
I commended the UN action; 
he said that war was always wrong—no exceptions, 
I said that there had to be some exceptions; 
he said they could have talked it out, 
I said there is a time to talk, and a time to act. 
Our talk waxed warm: his friendship waned. 
Now, he has no words for me; 
my warm greetings are met with icy stares; 
his eyes pierce my soul with frosty accusations; 
he twists my words into a frozen Berlin wall. 
Shut out, shivering, shafted and bleeding, 
I call for help. 
Some friends are too busy to get involved. 
Some friends come, look, and are winter-touched. 
I am wounded 
and warm-weather friends 
are seeking my destruction. 
What cold violence we Christians do— 
in the warm name of peace! 
(name withheld by request) 
Evangelical Visitor 
u msifftus 
Since this is the first issue of the new 
year, it is time to introduce Onesimus XII. 
This year Onesimus evidently lives in the 
20th century and has found a way to 
carry on a dialogue with the Apostle Paul 
across nearly 2,000 years. 
Dear Paul, 
Well, it's another year, and I am strug-
gling on. Please don't take me wrongly 
when I use the word "struggling." I assure 
you that I'm content and at peace with 
my Christian life. As I review the past 
year it has been a very rewarding one for 
both me and my fellow believers. By and 
large the members in our fellowship have 
been given a clearer vision of what it 
means to be faithful to God; and, more-
over, the Lord has empowered us to gain 
the victory in numerous trials which we 
have faced. All in all, I'm encouraged. 
Yet, if the truth be told, there is some-
thing which bothers me around this time 
of the year. I suppose I am "struggling" in 
a negative sense of the word. 
Where I live people get excited about 
the "New Year." The way they act you'd 
think that something earthshaking actu-
ally happens at the stroke of midnight. 
It's as if they believe all the troubles of 
the past 12 months simply vanish, leaving 
us with a pristine new beginning. They 
host lavish parties and gather together in 
the city square to usher in the new year. 
I'm certain they don't believe the old 
ways depart with the old year; perhaps 
their behavior is best explained by the 
fact that this transition is simply a great 
opportunity to forget their troubles for 
awhile. 
But when they (and I) wake up in the 
"new year" there is nothing "new" about 
it. Some of us are still unemployed, oth-
ers are still frustrated with the jobs they 
have. For a few in our fellowship their 
home situations are still tense or even 
fractured with little or no hope of mend-
ing. On the larger scale, our nation faces 
almost overwhelming problems which 
our elected officials seem incapable of 
solving. Internationally, the same old 
wars and rumors of wars persist. Nations 
wrestle with nations over issues like ter-
ritory, trade, and theory. Each "new year" 
is really only a continuation of the "old" 
one. 
Occasionally, I find it difficult living 
in the "in-between times"; you know, 
between the Resurrection and the Second 
Coming. I wish I was as optimistic about 
history as you and the other great Chris-
tian thinkers are. In my heart of hearts I 
want to believe that history is linear and 
"going somewhere." However, the Greek 
view is quite tempting; it's hard not to 
believe that history repeats itself and 
moves in a downward spiral at that! 
The other day I was reading a text by 
a pagan philosopher named Voltaire (per-
haps that's part of my problem...I read 
pagan philosophers). He was aware of 
the problem of evil in this world, and he 
soundly ridiculed any viewpoint which 
asks us to believe this is the "best of all 
possible worlds." He simply couldn't 
understand how a good and all powerful 
God allows evil to continue. That's an 
important observation, or so it seems to 
me. If I understood him correctly, he also 
wanted his readers to realize that without 
hope we can't continue to exist in this 
world which is pervaded by evil. Unfor-
tunately this philosopher never offered a 
focus worthy of our hope; he asked that 
we find hope in our relationships with 
other people. Talk about shaky founda-
tions. If you catch somebody on a bad 
day your hope could crash and burn, 
caught in the crossfire of sinful egos. I 
suspect we need a focal point which is a 
tad more stable. 
That is why I find encouragement in 
your words to the Roman congregation. 
Halfway through that document you talk 
about God's great love for us. You said 
that nothing can separate us from that 
love. Nothing. Now there is hope. 
There's a reason to press on in the face of 
evil. Those words remind us that it is 
good that some things do not change, and 
one fact that does not shift is God's love 
for us. 
You also make another encouraging 
point in that part of the letter. Remember 
when you said that through God's love 
we are "conquerors" of the evils that 
assail us? I wish the local translators 
would be able to communicate better the 
gist of hupernikao, the Greek word you 
used. They suggest it roughly means 
"more than conquerors." Perhaps they felt 
that the image of "super-conquerors" was 
rather trite; you see there's a fictional 
character named Superman now. But 
actually that's what you meant isn't it? 
When it comes to evil and God being on 
our side, we are like Superman, only 
stronger than him if that is imaginable. 
Ultimately, we need perspective on 
the issue of new and old years, the pres-
ence of evil and the presence of God's 
love for us, and our power and ability to 
overcome the evils around us. I think 
your view is quite helpful; you offer us 
hope. And with that gift we can confi-
dently dwell in the "in-between times" 
until, as John says, God truly "makes all 
things new." 
Grace be with you, 
Onesimus 
A Postscript from Onesimus XI 
The author of Onesimus for 1993 was 
Alice (Dourte) Lauver, who has taught 
English in Tokyo, Japan, and Lancaster 
County, Pa., and is a member of the cur-
rent Visitor advisory council. She and her 
husband David are members of the 
Pequea (Pa.) congregation. They have a 
one-year-old son, Matthew. Alice says: 
"It's been a privilege to contribute reg-
ularly to the Visitor this past year. I 
enjoyed the freedom of writing under 
Onesimus's by-line. For a stay-at-home 
mother of an infant, it was an interesting 
challenge to travel into the world of a 
young, first-century male Christian! 
"In retrospect, I realize my letters cen-
tered around several basic questions: 
What is God talking to me about right 
now? How might the issues facing my 
family and church today have presented 
themselves in the first century? How 
would the Apostle Paul's writings have 
read to a contemporary and friend? 
'Thanks for the opportunity to explore 
those questions with you, my brothers 
and sisters in the faith." 
Readers may correspond with 
Onesimus by writing to him c/o 
the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 
166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
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Our finest hour 
by Harvey R. Sider 
History buffs will recall that the 
words "their finest hour" were popu-
larized during decisive times by one 
of the world's "greats," Sir Winston 
Churchill. 
Colloquially and historically, 
"hour" may denote different things. 
It represents 60 minutes of time or a 
specific hour in a day. But just as fre-
quently it refers to an event, an oppor-
tunity, a crisis occasion. When Jesus 
prayed "Father, save me from this 
hour" (John 12:27), he was struggling 
with not just the hour of his death, 
but his facing of a significant event: 
the very reason for his coming into 
this world. In many other New Testa-
ment passages, the accent is on the 
concept of kaiws, a significant event 
in the life of a person or a church. 
As the Brethren in Christ focus our 
mission, we can move into 1994 cer-
tain that this year can become our 
finest hour. Individually, congrega-
tionally, and denominationally we 
possess the potential and privilege of 
shaping the next 12 months by giving 
ourselves to three things: 
Prayer 
The fall issue of Leadership (1993) 
carried the following story: "The 
executive of a large corporation once 
called the Episcopal bishop of Chica-
go. The bishop's secretary answered, 
'The bishop is not able to come to the 
phone right now. He's praying.' 
" 'Praying?' the executive explod-
ed. 'He should be working!'" 
Who of us would have responded 
like the corporate executive? The 
early church created a revolution, 
turning the world upside-down, 
because praying was at the heart of all 
they did. Prayer was the key to iden-
tifying leadership (Acts 1:24; 13:2), 
preaching with power (ch. 2), wit-
nessing (4:31), and seizing new, even 
unorthodox situations for God's glory 
(Acts 8 and 10). 
Prayer opens us to understand 
God's will, to hear and obey his 
voice. Priorities of evangelism and 
discipleship will be accomplished 
"not by might, nor by power" but by 
the empowerment of God's Spirit. 
Prayer prepares us for both quantita-
tive and qualitative growth. 
During the first week of this 
month, many of us will involve our-
selves in fasting and prayer. Inten-
tional times of solitary meditation and 
prayer enable God to motivate us to 
love him and others. We can disci-
pline ourselves to pray "on the run"— 
driving to work, preparing a meal, 
visiting the sick. There is great value 
in praying with another person for the 
salvation of a neighbor or friend. Par-
ticipation in a prayer retreat and/or 
concerts of prayer requires the expen-
diture of time, but the cumulative 
effect will be to make this our finest 
hour. 
Growth 
As we continue to focus on out-
reach, 1994 can become our finest 
hour. 
Christ's concern for the lost must 
also be ours. The gospel accounts are 
pregnant with his passion and com-
passion for the lost. His words con-
stantly echoed his concern for the sin-
ner. He came "to seek and to save the 
lost." And this mission must begin at 
home. When Jesus sent the 12 to 
evangelize, he charged them, "Don't 
begin by traveling to some far off 
place to convert unbelievers, and 
don't try to be dramatic by tackling 
some public enemy. Go to the lost, 
confused people right here in the 
neighborhood" (Matthew 10:5-7, 
Peterson). 
His stories highlighted the same 
emphasis. In Luke 15, as if to focus 
on a single overriding principle, he 
related three stories: the lost sheep, 
the lost coin, and the lost son. Surely 
one poignant example would have 
accomplished his purpose, except that 
he wanted his disciples to feel his sin-
gle consuming passion. 
His works, likewise, focused much 
of his energy on reaching the lost. He 
made a special emphasis to relate to 
the unsavory of society and so "he 
must needs go through Samaria" to 
bring transformation to a person 
whom the successful and the religious 
avoided. He did the same with Zac-
chaeus, taking time out of a very busy 
schedule to go to his home for a steak 
and cake dinner. 
His mandate to go into all the 
world beginning at Jerusalem was 
repeated on five different occasions. It 
was his last major message before his 
ascension into heaven. 
The early church obviously caught 
this same vision. The statistics are 
simply astounding: 3,000 converted 
(Acts 2:41), 5,000 converted (Acts 
4:4). After this the numbers appar-
ently increased so rapidly that many 
passages in Acts refer to the great 
numerical growth (5:14, 6:7, 9:31, 
11:21, etc.). 
In addition to reaching the lost, 
sociological factors of this generation 
make it easier and more acceptable 
to enhance the growth of the Brethren 
in Christ from other denominations. 
Two of these include: our highly 
mobile society and the boomer men-
tality. Frequently, these are inter-
twined. For example, when a Chris-
tian moves to a new community, 
questions that are more important 
than the name of the denomination 
include: Which church will spiritual-
ly feed us? What ministries are avail-
able to meet the needs of our chil-
dren? 
continued on page 28 
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More than a decade ago, Harold S. Kushner wrote a 
book titled When Bad Things Happen to Good People. I 
remember making the comment in discussing the book 
that we should not be surprised when things go wrong. 
Instead, we should be surprised when things go right. 
Rather than viewing our world as a kind, compassionate 
place where tragedy and suffering are rare, my reading of 
the Bible and human experience suggest we live in a world 
where sin and its effects have profoundly affected God's 
original creation which "was good" (according to Genesis 
1). Before the Fall, humanity enjoyed an intimate, nour-
ishing relationship with God, creation, and one another. But 
now, after the Fall, the norm for humanity is alienation and 
rebellion—running the gamut from callous indifference or 
malicious gossip to acts of terrorizing violence or unspeak-
able perversion. 
If anyone needs evidence of the fallen nature of human-
ity, the 6:00 evening news should provide enough proof. 
Consider the abduction of Polly Klaas in Petaluma, Calif., 
taken from her bedroom during a slumber party and mur-
dered shortly afterward. Or the Dec. 8 massacre on the 
Long Island Railroad—Colin Ferguson walking down the 
center aisle of the commuter train, methodically shooting 
at passengers, killing 5 persons and wounding 19 others. Or 
think of the thousands of babies killed each year in abortion 
clinics across the United States; the countless homeless 
children in most cities across the world, surviving on 
garbage and finding their only release in sniffing glue or 
abusing other drugs . . . the list could go on and on. 
But our world-view is lopsided if we focus exclusively 
on the effects of sin in our world. We must take into 
account the presence of God in the world. Every deed of 
compassion; every act of love and nurture provided by a 
parent; every expression of creativity is a reminder that we 
are created in the image of God. That image, though 
severely marred by the Fall, has not been totally eradicat-
ed. 
Moreover, God is acting redemptively in human histo-
ry. The Bible is a record of God reaching out in mercy to 
fallen humanity, providing a solution to the problem of 
sin. 
In the hours just before his crucifixion, Jesus told his 
disciples to expect the world to hate them. Yet only a few 
moments later, Jesus identified the world as the place of 
ministry for them. Praying to his Father, Jesus said, "I 
gave them your message, and the world hated them, 
because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not 
belong to the world. I do not ask you to take them out of the 
world, but I do ask you to keep them safe from the Evil 
One.... I sent them into the world, just as you sent me into 
the world" (John 14-16, 18, TEV). 
As we enter the new year, let us keep two truths in 
mind. First, our world is not a friend to grace. We fool only 
ourselves if we do not take seriously the evil and perversi-
ty surrounding us. Although many of us enjoy a material 
prosperity which insulates us from much of life's harsh-
ness, the world is not getting better and better day by day. 
On the other hand, it is possible to be so obsessed with 
the reality of evil that we become paranoid and/or para-
lyzed, which is just what the Enemy would desire. We are 
called to be salt and light, ambassadors of the One who 
brings healing and hope through Jesus the Lord. 
Jesus did not limit his prayer simply to those disciples 
present with him in that upper room. "I pray not only for 
them, but also for those who believe in me because of 
their message." As one of those believers, some 20 cen-
turies later, I trust you find strength and courage for the 
New Year in the words of Carolina Sandell Berg which 
echo Jesus' prayer: 
Children of the heavenly Father 
safely in his bosom gather; 
nestling bird nor star in heaven 
such a refuge e'er was given.... 
Though he giveth or he taketh, 
God his children ne'er forsaketh; 
his the loving purpose solely 
to preserve them pure and holy. 
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